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PREFACE OF THE EDITOR. 


* * 1 — 


Hes formed a deſign of collecting materials for 
a new edition of Iſaac Walton's Lives of Dr. Donne, 
Sir Henry Wotton, Mr. Richard Hooker, Mr. George 
Herbert, and Dr. Robert Sanderſon, I was fortunate 
enough to be apprized of the exiſtence of the two follow- 
ing Letters. "Thoſe who are converſant in the hiſtory of 
the times in which they were written will eaſily diſcern, 
that the author had in view the arguments advanced in a 
treatiſe generally aſcribed to Dr. Herbert Croft, Biſhop of 
Hereford, and firſt publiſhed in 1675, under the title of 
« 'The Naked Truth, or the True State of the Primitive 
Church, by an Humble Moderator. Zach. viii. 19, Love 
the Truth and Peace. Gal. iv. 16, Am 1 therefore become 
your Enemy, becauſe I tell you the Truth ?” 


The anecdote of the converſation that pafſed between 
Dr. Duncon and his Venetian friend is highly intereſt- 
ing. Sir Henry Wotton, during his reſidence at Venice, 
contributed much to diffuſe the light of religious truth. 
His houſe in that city was the reſort of wiſe and learned 
men. Here was ſeen the purity of the Proteſtant faith, in 
its own primitiveluſtre and native lovelineſs, recommended 
by the moſt powerful of all motives,—a practice in its 
profeſſors perfectly conſonant with the rules of the evan- 
gelical code. Hence Father Paul, and Fulgentio his im- 
mediate ſucceſſor, derived that illumination of their under- 
ſtandings, which enabled them to diſcover the errors of 
Popery. Conviction took poſſeſſion of their hearts, 
though they had not reſolution ſtrong enough to break 
the fetters in which they were bound. A noted writer, 
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who viſited Venice at this time, and on whoſe veracity we 
may depend, however peculiar his mode of narration may 
be, conlirms the propriety of theſe remarks. © Here 
again,” ſays our entertaining traveller, “ I will once 
* more ſpeake of our moſt worthy ambaſſador, Sir Henry 
& Wotton, honoris causa; becauſe his houſe was in the 
© ſame ſtreete (when I was in Venice) where the Jewiſh 
* Ghetto is, even in the ſtreete called St. Hieronimo, 
« and but a little from it. Certainly he hath greatly 
« graced and honoured his country by that moſt honourable 
port, that he hath maintayned in this noble city, by his 
& generoſecarriage and moſt elegant and gracious behaviour 
& amongſt the greateſt ſenators and clariſſimoes, which, 
« like the true adamant, had that attractive vertue to 
« winne him their love and grace in the higheſt meaſure. 
« And the rather I am induced to make mention of him, 
& becauſe I received many great favours at his hands in 
«* Venice, for the which (I muſt confeſſe) I am moſt de- 
« ſervedly ingaged unto him in all due and obſequious 
« reſpeCts, while I live: Alſo thoſe rare vertues of the 
„ minde wherewith God hath abundantly inriched him, 
“his ſingular learning and exquiſite knowledge in the 
« Greeke and Latin, and the famouſeſt languages of 
« Chriſtendome, which are excellently beautified with a 
« plauſible volubility of ſpeech, have purchaſed him the 
« inward friendſhip of all the Chriſtian Ambaſſadors 
« reſident in the city; and finally his zealous converſa- 
« tion, (which is the principal thing of all) piety and in- 
« tegrity of life, and his true worſhip of God in the 
cc middeſt of Popery, ſuperſtition, and idolatry, (for he 
« hath ſervice and ſermons in his houſe after the Proteſtant 
&* manner, which I thinke was never before permitted in 
« Venice; that ſolid divine and worthy ſcholar, Mr. Wil- - 
« liam Bedel, being his preacher at the time of my being 
in Venice) will be very forcible motives (I doubt not) to 
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© winne many ſoules to Jeſus Chriſt, and to draw divers 
of the famous Papiſts of the city to the true reformed 
© religion, and profeſſion of the goſpell. wr 


In this ſtreete alſo doth famous Frier Paul dwell, 
cc which is of the order of Servi. I mention him, becauſe 
te in the time of the difference betwixt the Signiory of 
« Venice and the Pope, he did in ſome ſort oppoſe 
* himſelfe againſt the Pope, eſpecially concerning his ſu- 
te premacy in civil matters; and, as well with his tongue 
« as his pen, inveighed not a little againſt him. So that 
&« for his bouldneſſe with the Pope's holyneſſe he was like 
to be ſlaine by ſome of the Papiſts in Venice, whereof 
© one did very dangerouſly wound him. It is thought, 
ce that he doth diſſent, in many points, from the Papiſti- 
tc call doctrine, and inclineth to the Proteſtant's religion, 
&« by reaſon that ſome learned Proteſtants have, by their 
cc converſation with him in his convent, ſomething di- 
& yerted him from Popery. Wherefore notice being 
« taken by many great men of the city, that he beginneth 
ce to ſwarve from the Romiſh religion, he was lately re- 
« ſtrained (as I heard in Venice) from all conference with 
« Proteſtants.” ¶ Coryat's Crudities. Obſervations of Venice, 


P. 240. 


Of the genuineneſs of the Letters, which I now preſent 
to the public, I entertain no doubt. It is probable, that 
the only copy extant is depoſited in the library of Emanuel 
College in Cambridge. This copy is contained in a 
volume of miſcellaneous tracts, formerly belonging to 
Archbiſhop Sancroft, who, in his own hand-writing, 
thus deſcribes it: —“ If, Walton's 2 Letters conc. y* 
Diſtemp's of ye Times, 1680.” 


The internal proofs bring conviction with them. © It 
te is afhrmed, that there be ſome artiſts that do certainly 
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« know an original picture from a copy, and in what age 
et of the world, and by whom drawn :” If fo, then, I 
hope, it may be ſafely affirmed, that what is here printed, 
as the work of Iſaac Walton, is ſo like his temper of 
mind and his other writings, that all readers may readily 
conclude; it could flow only from his pen“. 


For a permiſſion to reprint theſe Letters, I am obliged 
to the kind indulgence of Dr. Farmer, Maſter of Emanuel 
College, whoſe readineſs to promote every literary under- 
taking demands the moſt grateful acknowledgment. 


I flatter myſelf, that the few notes, which are added, 
may throw ſome light on the paſſages to which they 
refer. | | 

I 
® See Iſaac Walton's Preface to * The Life of Dr. Robert 
Sanderſon,” 


THE 


PUBLISHER TO THE STATIONER. 


— 


MR. BROME *, 


Here ſend you two Letters, (the firſt writ 

in the year 1667) both writ by a prudent 
and conformable quiet Citizen of London, to 
two brothers, that now are, or were zealous, 
and buſie ſhopkeepers in Coventry; to which 
place I came lately, and by accident met with 
a grave divine, who commended them to my 
reading: And having done what he defired, I 1 
thought them to ſpeak ſo much real truth, 
and clear reaſon, and both ſo lovingly and fo 
Plainly, that I thought them worth my tran- 
ſcribing; and now, upon ſecond thoughts, 
think them worth printing, in order to the 
unbeguiling F many men that mean well, and 
yet have been too buſie in medling, and de- 


* This Tract was originally printed in London, “ by 


M. C. for Henry Brome, at the Gun in St: Paul's Church- 
yard, 1680.“ 


* That he might unbeguile and win them.” ¶ Walton's 
Life of Mr. Hooker. ) 
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crying things they underſtand not. Pray, get 
them to be read by ſome perſon of honeſty 
and judgment: And if he ſhall think as I do, 
then let them be printed; for I hope they 
may turn ſomewhat to your own profit, but 
much more to the benefit of any reader that 
has been miſtaken, and is willing to be unbe- 
| God keep you, Sir, 


your Friend. 
May 29, 1680. 


ERRAT A. 


Page 34, line 15. fir St. Paul, read St. Peter, 
/ — — 18. Fr 2 Theil. iv. 11. read 2 Theff. Ui. 11. 


THE FIRST LETTER 


CONCERNING COMPREHENSION, 


WRITTEN MDCLXVIIL, 


———— — 


GOOD COUSIN, 


I AM ſorry that the Parliament's caſting out the 
Bill of Comprebenſion ſhould ſo much concern you, 
as to put you into ſuch a paſſion as you expreſt 
againſt them and me at our laſt night's meeting“. 
Sure the company you now converſe with, and the 
ſtrange principles with which they have now 
poſſeſt you, have altered your nature, and turned 
B your 
In January 1667-8, the Lord Keeper of the Great Seal, 
Sir Orlando Bridgman, propoſed a plan for the comprehenſion 
of the more moderate Diſſenters, and a limited indulgence to- 
wards ſuch as could not be brought within the comprehenſion. 
The Divines of the Church of England, who engaged in the 
proſecation of this plan, were Dr. Wilkins, Dr. Tillotſon, 
Dr. Stillingfleet, and Mr. Hezekiah Burton. On the part of 
the Nonconformiſts appeared Mr. Baxter, Dr. Manton, and 
Dr. Bates. When the bill, drawn up by Lord Chief Baron Hale, 
was preſented to the Parliament, a reſolution paſſed againſt ad- 
mitting any bill of that nature. ¶ Burnet' i Life of Sir Matthew 
Hale, p. 33. Reliquie Baxteriang, vol. III. p. 23. Birch's Life 
of Tillotſon, p. 42.) 
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your former reaſon into prejudice and unbelief: 
if not, you would have believed what I did fo ſe- 
riouſly affirm to be a known truth : namely, That 
this age is not more ſevere againſt the diſturbers of 
the ſettled peace and government of the church and 
ſtate, than they were in the very happy days of our 
late and good Queen Elizabeth. Some of the rea- 
ſons why 1 ſaid ſo, I do with very much affection 
tender to your conſideration, and to your cenſure 
too; and that the laſt may be the more charitable, 
and you not apt to make the errours or failings of 
your governours ſeem more or greater than indeed 
they are, let me intreat that you remember what 
I have very often ſaid to you; namely, That ma- 
licious men (of whom really I do not take you to be 
one) are the beſt accuſers, and the worſt judges. 
And indeed I fear it would prove to be a very 
bitter truth, if ſome did attain that power which 
too many labour fer in theſe days, in which /chi/m 
and /edition are taken to be no fins, even by men 
who pretend a tenderneſs of conſcience in much 
ſmaller matters, | 

And, that I may keep ſome order, and you be 
the better ſatisfied in what I intend in this letter, 
L earneſtly intreat that you will at your next lei- 
ſure read in Mr, Cambden's true Hiftory of the 
Life and Reign of our good Queen Elizabeth,” in 
which you may find, what care was then taken to 
prevent ſchiſm, and the ſad confuſion that attends 

. | it; 
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it; and how the contrivers of libels, and diſperſers 
ef them, have been ſeverely puniſhed, many of 
them even to death; as namely, Henry Barrow®, 
and many of his ſectaries, for diſturbing the public 
peace of the nation, by ſcattering abroad their 
monſtrous opinions; as alſo, for affirming the 
Church of England to be no true church, and the 
like; which you may find written by the ſaid Mr, 
Cambden, in the thirty-ſixth year of that good 
Queen's reign. 

But I commend more eſpecially to your con- 
ſideration the ſtory and ſad death of Hacket and 
his adherents; as namely, of Wiginton, Arthing- 
ton, and Copinger, all ſchiſmaticks, and of one 
ſet and brotherhood : But I ſay, I do moſt ſeri- 
ouſly commend to your conſideration the begin- 
ning and death of the ſaid Hacket, who was firſt 
a pretender to a tenderneſs of conſcience, but a 
ſchiſmatick; and ſtopt not there, but became by 
degrees, ſo fully poſſeſt by the evil ſpirit, the 
ſpirit of pride and oppoſition, that he publickly re- 
viled the Queen, the Archbiſhop of Canterbury, 
and the Lord Chancellour, and being tranſported 
with a furious zeal, did at laſt become from a 
ſchiſmatick, to be ſo infamous an heretick, that he 
was condemned to death for his abominable errors; 

B 2 at 
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> See © Kennet's Complete Hiſtory of England,” vol. II. 
P. 571. 
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at which time he reviled and curſed bis judges, and 
died blaſpheming and reproaching his Creator. This 
you may read in the thirty-fourth year of Queen 
Elizabeth, as it is written by honeſt learned Mr. 
Cambden, who concludes this ſad ſtory of Hacket 
with this obſervation, « Thus doth the enemy of 
* mankind bewitch thoſe men whom he ſeeth are 
* not content to be wiſe unto ſobriety ©.” Theſe 
ſtories, I ſay, and too many like them, you may 
find in Mr. Cambden's “ Hiſtory of Queen Eliza- 
beth;” and you may find the like in © Biſhop 
Spotſwood's Hiſtory of the Church of Scotland” 
and alſo find the like in “ Mr. Fuller's Hiſtory of 
the Church of Great Britain;”” in which you may 
obſerve what labour hath been uſed by the diſcon- 
tented Non- conformiſts to unſettle the government 
of the Church of England, and conſequently of the 
ſtate; and may there alſo find, how ſeverely 
many of them have been puniſhed : So that you 
need not wonder at what I ſaid laſt night, nor 
think theſe the only times of perſecuting men of tender 


conſciences, 
And 


c Thus does the great enemy of mankind cajole thoſe who 
pretend an outward ſanctity, but are not ſincerely and ſoberly 
wiſe and good.” {Kennet's Hiftory of England, vol. II. p. 564.) 
See an account of theſe wretched fanatics in Dr. Cozins's Con- 
{piracy for Pretended Reformation,” a treatiſe uſually annexed 
to Sir George Paule's Life of Archbiſhop Whitgift. 
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And for the better confirmation of what I now 
write, I will refer you to one teſtimony more, in 
the time of our late peaceful King James: Which 
teſtimony you may view in the ſecond volume of 
„The Reports of Judge Crook,” a man very 
learned in the law. But I ſhall firſt tell you the 
occaſion of that report, which was this, The 
Non-conformiſts, which are in that report called by 
the name of Puritans had given out that the king 
* had an intent to ſet up or give a toleration ts Popery; 
* and they had alſo compoſed a large petition, com- 
« plaining of the ſeverity of ſome uſage, and of ſome 
© laws that concerned themſelves ; and defired that 
« the ſeverity of thoſe laws might be mitigated : 
« Theſe and other like defires were in the ſaid pe- 
« tition, to which they had procured not leſs than 
« ſeven hundred hands; and thecloſe of the petitian 
« was, That if theſe deſires were not granted, many 
* thouſands of his ſubjetts would be diſcontented : 
„Which indeed was not a threatning, but was 
« underſtood to be ſomewhat like it.“ 

This report of his Majeſty's intent to fet up or 
tolerate Popery begot many fears and diſcontents 
in the nation; and to prevent greater diſturbances 

B 3 the 


—— 

« Sir George Croke, celebrated for pleading with great ability 
againſt the impoſition of ſhip-money, was promoted to the 
Common Pleas, Feb. 11, 1623, and to the King's Bench, Oct. g. 
1628. He died Feb. 15, 1641. His Reports in three volumes, 
folio, were publiſhed after his deceaſe by Sir Harbottle Grim- 
ſtone, his ſon-in-law, 
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the King did appoint many of his Privy Council, 
and all the judges of the land, to meet together in 
the Star- chamber, in which aſſembly the Lord 
Chancellour* declared to them the occaſion of this 
their publick convention; and aſked the judges 
this following queſtion, (as you may read it in the 
very ſame words in the ſaid learned judge's Re- 
ports, in the ſecond year of the reign of King 
James.) 

« Whether it were an offence puniſhable, and 
what puniſhment they deſerved, who framed 
« petitions and collected a multitude of hands 
* thereto, to prefer to the king in a publick cauſe as 
the Puritans had done, with an intimation to the 
« king, that if he denied their ſuit, many thou- 
« ſands of his ſubjects would be diſcontented,” 

« Whereto all the judges anſwered, that it was 
« an offence finable at diſcretion, and very near 
* treaſon and felony inthe puniſhment; for they tended 
tothe raiſinę ſedition, rebellion, and diſcontent among 
« the people: To which reſolution all the Lords 
agreed. And then many of the Lords declared, 
« that ſome of the Puritans had raiſed a falſe ru- 
* mour of the king; chat he intended to grant a 


toleration 
—— 


* Sir Thomas Egerton having held the office of Maſter of the 
Rolls with that of Lord Keeper of the Great Seal, till 1603, 
the firſt year of the reign of James I. was then created Baron of 
Elleſmere, and Viſcount Brackley, 2 was alſo conſtituted 
Lord nn of 3 
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« toleration to Papiſts: Which offence the judges 
« conceived to be hainouſly finable by the rules 
« of the Common Law, either in the King's 
« Bench, or by the King and his Council; or now, 
« (ſince the ſtatute of the third of Henry the 
« Seventh) in the Star-chamber, And the Lords 
& ſeverally declared, how much the king was dif. 
« contented with the ſaid falſe rumour, and had 
« made but the day before a proteſtation to them, 
that he never intended it; and that he would 
« ſpend the laſt drop of blood in his body before 
„he would do it; and prayed, That before he or 
« any of his iſſue ſhould maintain any other religion 
* than what he truly profeſſed and maintained, that 
© God would take them out of the world.” 

This you may find in that report of that learned 
judge, as it was left among many other reports, all 
exactly written with his own hand; and as they 
are now publiſht by Sir Harbottle Grimſtone, 
who is now the worthy Maſter of the Rolls. And 
you may note, that the ſaid Reports were publiſht 
in the year 1658, at which time Oliver the Tyrant 
was in his full power; and you may there tind, 
that even all Oliver's judges allowed theſe Reports 
to be made public, and ſubſcribed their names ta 
them ; and with Oliver's conſent doubtleſs. For, 
he had found that thoſe very Non-conformiſts, 
whole ſedition helpt him into his power, became 
after a ſhort time as reſtleſs and diſcontent with 

34 * him, 
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him, as they had been with their lawful king; and 
indeed as willing to pull him down, as they had 
been diligent to ſet him up. 

Dear Couſin, theſe places, to which I have re- 
ferred you, for a teſtimony of what I ſaid, are not 
to be doubted; and though you would not give any 
credit to what I aſſured yau I knew to be a truth ; 
yet J hope you now will: If not, ſearch, and you 
will find them true. 

And now, ſeriouſly, Sir! let me appeal to your 
own conſcience, and aik (though you would not 
then believe me) how eaſily would you have given 
credit to any ſtranger that had brought you news 
of any errour committed by any biſhop or their 
chaplains; or by any of the conformable clergy, 
though there were not any reaſonable probability 
for it. Dear couſin, conſider what I ſay, and con- 
ſider there 1s a great ſtock of innocent bloud to be 
anſwered for; not only the bloud of our late vir- 
tuous king, and the bloud of the Archbiſhop of 
Canterbury, and the Lord Strafford, whoſe deaths 
were occaſioned by the indiſcreet zeal and reſtleſs 
fury and clamours of the Non-conformiſts: And 
not only the bloud of theſe, but the ruin of many 
good and innocent families, that now eat the bread 
of ſorrow, by being impoveriſhed and undone by 
theſe troubleſome pretenders to conſcience; and 
which is worſe, there is a corruption of the inno- 
cence and manners of the greateſt part of the nation 

to 
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to be anſwered for; and all this occaſioned by our 
late civil war; and that war occaſioned by the 
fury and zeal of the diſcontented reſtleſs Non- 
conformiſts, and them only; and note, that till 
then we knew not the name of Independent, or of 
Seeker, or Duaker, Couſin, theſe are the ſad 
effects of theſe buſie-bodies; many of whom God 
hath (till fo blinded, that they cannot yet ſee the 
errours they have run themſelves and the nation into; 
nay, that would imbroil it again into greater ruine 
than not be complied with in their peeviſh deſires, 
which they miſcall tenderneſs of conſcience, 

Dear Couſin, I will not ſay all; but indeed, too 
many of the men with whom you comply, and 
do ſo much magnifie, are too like Simeon and 
Levi, that were brethren in this iniquity. And 
as you love the peace of the church, in which you 
were baptized, and the peace of the land in which 
you were born, and the laws by which you enjoy 
what you have; nay, as you love the peace of your 
own ſoul, draw back, and let it not enter into their 

| counſils 
| — 

f «© 'The ſecond ſect which then roſe up was that called Seekers. 
Theſe taught that our Scripture was uncertain ; that preſent 
miracles are neceſlary to faith; that our miniſtry is null and 
without authority, and our worſhip and ordinances unneceſſary 
or vain: The true church, miniſtry, ſcripture, and ordinances 
being loſt, for which they are now ſecking.” (Religuie 


Baxteriane, part 1. p. 78. See alſo Thurloes State Papers, vol. V. 
þ+ 188, and Kennet"; Regiſter, p. 396.) 
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counſils or confederacy ; but at laſt take notice 
that though neither you, nor any of your aſſoci- 
ates ſcruple at the ſin of hi or /edition, but 
ruſh into it without conſideration or fear, even as 
a horſe ruſhes into the battle; yet, I pray take 
notice, that St. Paul, in his Epiſtle to the Gala- 
tians, reckons it with the deeds of the fleſh, even 
with murder and witchcraft, which you ſo much 
abhor ; and let me tell you, many think dition 
a more hainous ſin than they, by reaſon of the 
more evil and deſtructive effects of it; for murder 
may become ſo by taking away the life of but one 
ſingle perſon; and witebcraft hath its limits and 
bounds ſet to it, perhaps ſo as not to take away the 
life of any man, but only to do miſchief to a ſingle 
perſon or a family, and muſt end there: But who 
knows the limits of ſedition? Or, when the ſire is 
kindled, which is intended by ſeditious men, wha 
can, who is able, to quench it? And for ſome 
proofs of the miſerable effects of it, though I might 
give you too many inſtances of them in former 
times; yet I will only refer you to the late Long 
Parliament, now freſh in memory, and the woful 
eſſects of that civil war, begot and maintained by 
ſchiſmatical, ſeditious, diſcontented men, that be- 
lieved themſelves fit to be reformers, when God 
knows well they were not. | 

And for the ſorrow you expreſs for thoſe men of 
tender conſciences, that are ſcandalized at wearing 
| a 
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a ſurplice®, kneeling at receiving the ſacrament*, the 
croſs in baptiſm', and the like; and would have 
them therefore taken away, that ſo many, fo 
learned, and fo godly men, might, by taking them 
away, be brought to a conformity, and be made 
capable of preaching the Goſpel, which otherwiſe 
they cannet do, by being ſcandalized at theſe 
ceremonies, 

I now alk you, what if more men, and more 
learned men, and more godly men, and as tender- 
conſcienced men, ſhall be ſcandalized by their 
being taken away? What care will you, or thoſe 
of your party, take for their tender conſciences? 
Nay, I aſk again, what if we forget or neglect the 
tender conſciences of our own party, and comply 
with yours? What ſecurity can you or they give 
us, that this ſhall ſatisfie them ſo as to aſk no more 
when this! is granted : ? Really, I cannot think any 


ſecurity 
= 
See a tract ſaid to be written by Dr. Herbert Croft, Biſhop 
of Hereford, under the title of“ The Naked Truth; or, The 
True State of the Primitive Church, by an humble Modera- 
tor, Zach. viii. 19. Love the truth and peace. Gal. iv. 16. Am 
I therefore become your enemy, becauſe I tell you the truth?" 


% The Naked Truth,” p. 18. © Animadverſions upon a 
late pamphlet, entitled 7he Naked Truth” p. 37. "Heoker's 
Ecclifiaſtical Polity; B. V. 5 68. | | 


1% The Naked Truth,” p. 19.“ Animadverſions,“ &c. p. 41 
" Hooker? s Fecclehaftical Polity,'B. V. 5 65., 


16 THE FIRST LETTER, 


ſecurity. can be given, but that all this being 
granted, yet any man of a melancholly, or a ma- 
licious, or a peeviſh, or a fantaſtical, or a wanton 
conſcience, or a conſcience that inclines to get 
reputation, and court applauſe, may call his own 
a tender conſcience, and become ſeditious and 
reſtleſs, if his tender conſcience be not complied 
with: And ſo no end of his deſires, nor any more 
ſafety by granting what is deſired. 

I ſhall next endeavour to ſatisfie your deſire, or 
rather your challenge, why I go ſo conſtantly to 
the church ſervice; and my anſwer ſhall be all in 
love and in ſincerity. 

Igo to adore and worſhip my God whohath made 
me of nothing, and preſerved me from being worſe 
than nothing. And this worſhip and adoration 
J do pay him inwardly in my ſoul, and teſtiſie it 
« outwardly by my behaviour; as namely, by my 
« adoration, in my forbearing to cover my head in 
that place dedicated to God, and only to his ſer- 
« yice; and alſo, by ſtanding up at profeſſion of 
„the Creed, which contains the ſeveral articles 
that I and all true Chriſtians profeſs and be- 
« lieve; and alſo by my ſtanding up at giving 
« glory to the Father, the Son, and to the Holy Gbo/t ; 
« and confeſſing them to be three perſons, and 
but one God. 

« And (ſecondly) I go to church to praiſe my 
« God for my creation and redemption, and for 

| « his 
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« his many deliverances of me from the many 
« darrgers of my body, and more eſpecially of my 
« ſoul in ſending me redemption by the death of 
« his Son my Saviour; and for the conſtant aſſiſt- 
« ance of his holy ſpirit; a part of which praiſe 
« I perform frequently in the Pſalms, which are 
« daily read in the publick congregation. 
« And (thirdly) Igo to church publickly to con- 
« feſs and bewail my fins, and to beg pardon for 
„them, for his merits who died to reconcile me 
« and all mankind unto God, who is both his and 
« my Father; and as for the words in which I beg 
e this mercy, they be the Letany and Collects of 
« the church, compoſed by thoſe learned and de- 
„ yout men whom you and I have truſted to tell 
« us which is, and which is not the written word 
« of God; and truſted alſo to tranſlate thoſe ſcriptures 
into Engliſh. And in theſe collects you may note, 
that I pray abſolutely for pardon of fin, and for 
« grace to believe and ſerve God: But I pray for 
« health, and peace, and plenty, conditionally, even 
« ſo far as may tend to his glory, and the good of 
my ſoul, and not further: And this confeſſing 
« my fins, and begging mercy and pardon for 
„them, 1 do in my adoring my God, and by the 
« humble poſture of kneeling on my knees before 
„him: And in this manner, and by reverend 
« ſitting to hear ſome choſen parts of God's word 
« read in the publick aſſembly, I ſpend one hour 
of the Lord's day every forenoon; and half fo 
% much 
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«much time every evening. And ſince this uni- 
« form and devout cuſtom, of joyning together in 
«* aublick confeſſion, and praiſe, and adoration of God, 
« and in one manner, hath been neglected, the 
power of Chriſtianity and humble piety is ſo 
much decayed, that it ought not to be thought 
& on, but with ſorrow and lamentation: And, I 
think eſpecially by the Non-conformiſts.” 
« And laſtly (for I am tedious beyond my in- 
« tention) whereas you, and your party, would 
« have the Biſhop's and Cathedral-church lands 
« fold to ſupply the preſent neceſſities of the na- 
« tion; I ſay, firſt, God prevent the nation from 
« ſuch neceſſities, as ſhall make them guilty of ſo 
« many curſes as have been by the donors of 
« thoſe lands intailed with thoſe lands upon thoſe 
« men, that alienate them to any other uſe than 
„ for the uſe of thoſe that ſhall ſerve at God's 
« altar, to which end the prieſt's portion was kept 
« with care and conſcience till the days of King 
« Henry VIII. who is noted, to make the firſt 
« hreach of thoſe oaths that were always taken 
« and kept by his predeceſſors, and taken by him- 
« ſelf too, to preſerve the church lands*; and it 
is 


k It may be obſerved that Henry the Eight (in whoſe time 
the Statute of Diſſolution was, and the tithes alienated by 
ſtatute, in revenge of the Pope's delaying his divorce rather 

. than 
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« js noted, that he was the firſt violater of thoſe 
« many laws made alſo to preſerve them; out of 
« which lands he took, at the diſſolution of the 
« abbies, a part for himſelf; exchanged a part 
« with others, that thirſted to thrive by the diſſo- 
« lution; and gave the reſt to be ſhared amongſt 
« the complying nobility, and other families, that 
then were in greateſt power and favour with 
« him; concerning which, (if you deſire further 
« information) I refer you to a little treatiſe, writ- 
« ten by the learned Sir Henry Spelman (called 
« De non temerandis Ecclefiis ) and eſpecially to the 
« preface before it; in which you may find many 
« ſad obſervations of the ſaid king; and find there 
*« alſo, that more of the nobility, and thoſe other 
« families, 
———— = = 
than for any other reaſon) was met withal by God : For all his 
poſterity, though they came reſpectively to enjoy the crown, 
yet were they written childleſs, and he quickly in them turned 
out of the kingly poſſeſſion, and the crown transferred to a 
branch that ſprang from his father Henry the Seventh, under 
whoſe ſhadow we have had reſt for many years.” Mr. Ephraine 
Udall; ** Noli me tangere, is a Thing to be thought on“ or, ** Vox 
Carnis ſacræ clamantis ab Altari ad Aquilam ſatrilegam. Noli 
me tangere ne Te perdam.” ] 


This treatiſe, which contains a narrative of moſt extraor- 
dinary events, was written by Sir Henry Spelman, the moſt 
learned and induſtrious of our Engliſh Antiquaries, to his 
uncle, on occaſion of a complaint which he made of the un- 
proſperous ſucceſs he had in building upon a piece of glebe be- 
longing to an impropriation of which he was poſſeſſed, 


—— ————————— 
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« families, and their children that then ſhared the 
« church lands, came to die by the ſword of 
« juſtice, and other eminent misfortunes in twenty 
« years, than had ſuffered in four hundred years 


« before the diſſolution ; and for a proof of which, 
« he refers you to the Parliament Rolls of the 


« twenty-ſeventh of that king.” 

And to me it ſeems fit, that the obſervations of 
the ruine and misfortune of the other families that 
were ſharers of the Church Lands, made by that 
pious and learned knight ſince the ſaid twenty 
years (which he left written) are not alſo made 
publick; but poſſibly they may pare too near the 
quick, and are therefore yet forborn. 

I will ſay nothing of Queen Elizabeth ®; but for 
King James, I will fay he did never follow King 

Henry's 
— 

m % Her ordinary way of raiſing fortunes for her Privy 
Counſellors was, by plundering the church, and granting them 
manors belonging to epiſcopal ſees, whether vacant or no.” — 
Cartes Hiſtory of England, vol. III. p. 701.) „Was her 
moderation ſeen in dilapidating the revenues of the church? 
of that Ehurch which ſhe took under the wing of her ſupremacy, 
and would be thought to have ſheltered from all its enemies? 
The honeſt Archbiſhop Parker, I have heard, ventured to re- 
monſtrate againſt this abuſe, the cognizance of which came ſo 
directly within his province: But to what effect, may be 
gathered not only from the continuance of theſe depredations, 
but her ſevere reprehenſion of another of her biſhops whom ſhe 
threatened with an oath to unfrock—that was her Majeſty's own 
word, if he did not immediately give way to her princely ex- 
tortion.” (Dialogues Moral and Political, ſecond edit. p. 212.) 
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Henry's nor her preſident; and his children's 
children ſit this day upon his throne. And for his 
ſon Charles I. (who is juſtly called“ The Martyr 
for the Church”), he had alſo well conſidered 
the oaths taken by all his anceſtors, and by himſelf 
too at his coronation, to preſerve the lands and rights 
of the church; and therefore in his book of“ Peni- 
teritial Meditations and Vows,” made in his fad 
ſolitude and impriſonment at Holmby, you may, 
in chapter of © The Covenant,” there find, that 
at that time when he apprehended himſelf in dan- 
ger of death, yet that this was then his reſolu- 
tion, 

The principal end of ſome men in this covenant 
« js the abaſing of Epiſcopacy into Preſbytery, and 
« of robbing the church of its lands and revenues; 
but I thank God as no man lay more open to the 
« ſacrilegious temptation of uſurping them (which 
6 iſſuing from the crown are held of it, and can 
6 legally revert only to the crown with my con- 
« ſent); ſo I have always had ſuch a perfect abhor- 
« rence of it in my ſoul, that I never found the 
_* leaſt inclination to ſuch ſacrilegious reformings; 
66 and yet no man hath a greater deſire to have 
« biſhops and all churchmen ſo reformed, that 
they may beſt deſerve and uſe; not only what the 
* pious munificence of my predeceſlors has given 
to God and the church, but all other additions of 
« Chriſtian bounty. 


C | « But 
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« But no neceſſity ſhall ever (I hope) drive me 
or mine to invade or (ell the prieſts' lands; which 
& Pharaoh's divinity and Joſeph's true piety ab- 
« horred to do. I had rather live, as my prede- 
* ceſſor Henry III. ſometimes did, on the church's 
« alms, than violently to take the bread out of the 
„ biſhops? and miniſters* mouths, 

« 'There are ways enough to repair the breaches 
of the ſtate, without the ruins of the church; as 
„ would be a reftorer of the one, ſo.I would not 
be an oppreſſor of the other, under the pretence 
of publickdebts: the occaſions of contracting them 
„were bad enough, but ſuch a diſcharging of them 
« would be much worfe. I pray God neither 1 
nor mine may be acceſſary of either.“ 

Sir, I have been much longer than I intended; 
for which I crave your pardon,—and beg of God, 
that you may at laſt ſee and well conſider the many 
errors that your indiſcreet zeal hath led you into; 
and that you and your party may ſee alſo the many 
miſeries it hath helpt to bring upon others ; and 
that for the remainder of your days you and they 
may redeem the time paſt, by repenting your in- 
diſcreet zeal, and fudy to be quiet, and to do your 
own buſineſs ; to this I ſhall encourage you, and 
that done, to live as unoſfenſively to others, and as 
ſtrictly to yourſelf as you do intend, and by God's 
grace added to your endeavours, he ſhall make you 


able; and I humbly beſeech Almighty God, that 
you 
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you and I may daily practiſe an humble and a 
peaceable piety ; ſo humble and peaceable a piety 
as may ſtop the mouths of all gainſayers: for it is 
certain ſuch holy And quiet living will bring peace 
at the laſt. And in this the Almighty God give 
me grace to be like you. 

„Study to be quiet, and to do your own buſi- 
« neſs.“ 1 Theſ. iv. 11. | 


Your affectionate friend 
and couſin, 


FEBRUARY THE 18th, 1667. 


R, W. 
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DEAR COUSIN, 


I Return you my unfeigned thanks for your 
letter of the 15th inſt. which I received three days 
paſt; it was mixt with love and anger; but I ſhall 
in this my anſwer obſerve what you ſo earneſtly 
deſire, namely, not to juſtifie the errors or irregu- 
 larities of thoſe that you call my party, or my clergy. 
And for ſome teſtimony, that I will do what I 
profeſs, I will begin with a confeſſion, that I think 
as you ſay; That when a clergyman appears in a 
long, curled, trim periwig®, a large tippet, and a 
ſilk cafſock, or the like vain and coſtly cloathing; 
if he preaches againſt pride, and for mortification, 

his 


„No Eccleſiaſtic wore a band before the middle of the laſt 
century, or a periwig before the Reſtoration. Mr. Barnabas 
Oley, the editor of the /earned Dr. Jackſon's works, was a great 
benefactor to the poor vicarage of Kirkthorp, near Wakefield 
in Vorkſhire. He impoſed the following whimſical reſtraints 
on the vicar: 1ſt, That he ſhould not ſmoak tobacco. 2d, That 
he ſhould not wear a periwig. zd, That he ſhould not go often 
to the town of Wakefield. {Kennet's Regiſter, p. 249.) 
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his hearers are neither like to believe him, or practiſe 
what he preaches, either then or at other times, 
though what he ſays be an undoubted truth; be- 
cauſe example is of greater power to incline men 
to vice, than precepts have to perſuade to virtue 
And 1 wiſh as heartily as you do, that all ſuch 
clergymen's wives as have {ilk clothes, bedaubed 
with lace, and their heads hanged about with 
painted ribands, were enjoined penance for their 
pride; and their huſbands puniſht for being ſa 
tame or fo lovingly ſimple as to ſuffer them: for 
by ſuch clothes they proclaim their own ambition, 
and their huſbands? folly, 

And I ſay the like concerning their ſtriving for 
precedency,“ and for the higheſt places in church. 
pews. 

And I wiſh as heartily as you do, that double 
benefices were not diſpenſed with, to ſuch an in- 
convenience as is now too viſible. And that no 
diſpenſations might be granted for any man to be 

prebendary 


* Mr. George Herbert, having changed his ſword and filk 
clothes into a canonical coat, thus warned Mrs. Herbert againſt 
this egregious folly of ſtriving for precedency : ** You are now 
% a miniſter's wife, and muſt now ſo far forget your father's 
« houſe, as not to claim a precedence of any of your pariſhioners 
for you are to know that a prieſt's wife can challenge no pre- 
«* cedence or place, but that which ſhe purchaſes by her obliging 
*« humility; and I am ſure places ſo purchaſed do beſt become 
them.“ (Mr. Iſaac Walton's Life of Mr. George Herbert.) 
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prebendary or canon-refidentiary of two churches; 
ſuch as Weſtminſter and Durham, or Windſor 
and Wells : becauſe reſidence, and the other duties 
required in thoſe places, is not conſiſtent with their 
diſtance from each other, nor with the donor's in- 


. tention; and alſo, becauſe ſuch a ſingle prebend 


is a fair ſupport for an humble clergyman ; and if 
he be proud or covetous he deſerves not ſo much. 

And I confeſs alſo, what you ſay of a clergy- 
man's bidding to faſt on the eves of holy-days in 
Lent, and the Ember Weeks: And I wiſh thoſe 
biddings were forborn, or better practiſed by them- 
ſelves; for it is too viſible they do not what the 
church for good reaſons enjoins them ; and they 
others, in the church's name“. 

And I wiſh as heartily as you can, that they 
would not only read but pray the Common 
Prayer, and not huddle? it up fo faſt (as too many 

do), 


P «© One cure for the wickedneſs of the times would be, for the 
«« clergy themſelves to keep the Ember-weeks ſtrictly, and beg 
«« of their pariſhioners to join with them in faſting and prayer 
„for a more religious clergy.” {(Walton's Life of Mr. 
G. Herbert.) 


q «« If Mr. Herbert were at any time too zealous in his ſer- 

& mons, it was in reproving the indecencies of the people's be- 
« ha viour in the time of divine ſervice, and of thoſe miniſters 
& that huddled up the church prayers, without a viſible reverence 
« and affection; namely, ſuch as ſeemed to ſay the Lord's 
| Prayer 
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do), by getting into a middle of a ſecond collect 
before a devout hearer can ſay amen to the firſt. 

But you ought to conſider that there be ten 
thouſand clergymen in this nation (for there are 
nine thouſand pariſh-churches in it, beſides col- 
leges and chapels ;) and the number of them that 
be thus faulty are not many, when compared with 
thoſe that be grave and regular: And I could 
name many of the Epiſcopal clergy, whoſe lives are 
ſo charitable, humble, and innocent, that they might 
ſay to their pariſhioners, as St. Paul of himſelf to 
his Philippians, © Walk ſo as you have me for an 
example.” But 1 muſt confels there are too many 
that do not live ſo; and with whom I am much 
offended, as you expreſs yourſelf to be, 

And now having unbowelled* my very ſoul 
thus freely to you, and I proteſt as ſincerely and 
truly as I can expreſs myſelf, my hope is, that I 
ſhall in what follows appear to be ſo unintereſted 
in any party, that where I ſpeak evident truth and 

| reaſon, 


———— 


Prayer or a collect in a breath: but for himſelf, his cuſtom 
was, to ſtop betwixt every collect, and give the people time 
to conſider what they had prayed, and to force their deſires 
*« affectionately to God, before he engaged them into new 
*« petitions,” (Walton's Life of Mr. G. Herbert.) 


r « But ſince I had thus adventured to unbowwel myſelf, and to 
lay open the very inmoſt thoughts of my heart.” {Preface 
to Dr. Sanderfon's XM Sermons, 1655.) 
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reaſon, you will aſſent to it; in which hope I will 
endeavour to lay before you, in my plain way, the 
many inconveniences that would I think tollow, if 
that liberty were granted which you and your 
party have ſo long, and do till fo carneitly ſtrive 
for; the effects of which liberty would be chm, 


Bereſie, rebellion, and miſery ; from which God pie; 
vent us. 


I did in a letter, writ now ſome years paſt, en- 
deavour to unbeguile your brother: And though 
it did not at that preſent wholly do what 1 deſigned, 
yet it abated ſo much of that furious zeal that had 
prepoſſeſt him, that he declared on his death-bed, 
„The remembrance of thoſe hours ſpent in de- 
« yotion and acts of charity were then his com- 
fort; and thoſe ſpent in diſputes and oppoſition 
„ to government were now a corroſive, or (as 
« Solomon ſays of ill-gotten riches) like gravel in 
&« his teeth*.” And, my dear couſin, in hope of 
the like good ſucceſs, I ſhall, in the following part 
of my letter, commend the ſame, or like arguments, 
to your conſideration, in order to the undeceiving 
you: And I ſhall not be fo curious for words or 
method, as diligent to ſpeak reaſon and truth 
plainly, and without provocation, 

And firſt, I will conſider our happineſs that were 
born, baptized, and do now live in the Church of 


England, 


% Riches ſo gotten, and added to his great eſtate, would 
prove like gravel in his teeth.” (Walton's Life of Dr. Sanderſon.) 
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England, which is believed by the moſt learned of 
all foreign churches, to be the moſt orthodox and 
apoſtolical, both for doctrine and diſcipline, of all 
thoſe very many that have reformed from the corrup- 
tions of the Church of Rome. And Ithink it is wor- 
thy your noting, that thoſe biſhops and martyrs that 
aſſiſted in this reformation, did not (as-Sir Henry 
Wotton ſaid wiſely) think “ The farther they 
© went from the Church of Rome, the nearer they 
« got to heaven,” (for they might go too far) but 
they did with prudent and deliberate conſideration, 
retain what was conſiſtent with God's word, and 
the practice of the moſt apoſtolical, primitive, and 
pureſt times; as may appear by the many un- 
anſwerable reaſons that have been given againſt 
both the Non-conformiſts and Papiſts, that have 
excepted againſt our .reformation: The firſt, for 
retaining too much; and the latter, for not enough. 
For you ought to note, that neither of them have ever 
writ againſt the doctrine or diſcipline of this church, 
but they have received anſwers to their damage. 
And this being conſidered, you ought to lay to 
heart the diſturbance that many of you, that pre- 
tend to tenderneſs of conſcience, have formerly 
made, and do ſtill make, in this church and ſtate, 


z 


even 


elt was the advice of Sir Henry Wotton, “ Take heed of 
* thinking the farther you go from the Church of Rome, the 
«« nearer you are to God.“ (Walton's Life of Sir Il. Wotton, )— 


The Puritans held this principle, * that whatever was Popiſh 
« was falſe.” 


30 THE SECOND LETTER, 


even at this preſent time, And you ought to con- 
ſider, that if this church were overthrown, the 
Church of Rome would make it their great ad- 
vantage; and therefore many of them do encourage 
and aſſiſt you in this preſent diſturbance, and for 
no other end: And therctore, look about you in 
time, and do not ſay, when it is too late, „ You 
meant not to bring in Popery.”” But remember I once 
told you there was a lawyer that was ſo ignorant, 
that he thought he ſpoke againſt his client's ad- 
verſary, when he ſpoke for him, and meant it not. 
And alter ſuch a manner you act for the Church 
of Rome. For let me tell you, that if ever Popery 
or a ſtanding army be ſet up in this nation (which 
God grant I may never ſee), it is the indiſcreet 
zeal and reſtleſs activity of you and your party 
that will bring both in, though you mean it nor. 
Let me aſk you ſeriouſly, Can you think the 
powerful man“, that is now become of the Romiſh 
Church, did love you ſo much, or like your prin- 
ciples ſo well, as to get a ſuſpenſion of the laws 
againſt conventicles, becauſe he liked your opi- 
nions or your practices when the power was in 


your hands in the time of the late miſchievous 
Long 


u James Duke of York abjured the Proteſtant religion in 
1671, ſoon after the death of his firſt ducheſs, Anne Hyde, 
daughter of the Earl of Clarendon; who in her laſt ſickneſs 
made open proſeſſion of the Romiſh religion, and died in that 


communion. 
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Long Parliament 1640? Or can you think he or his 
party did hold a correſpondence with ſome of the 
chief of your party for any other end but to aſſiſt 
in the ruine of the Engliſh Church? No, doubtleſs: 
for they know, and you ought to conſider, that if 
that were but down, there were no viſible bank to 
ſtop the ſtream of Popery; and then farewel 
the liberty and care of tender conſciences: there 
would be an end of that cajouling and flattery*, 
And next, let me aſk you this friendly queſtion ; 
Do you think there is ſuch a fin as herefie? And 
if you think there be, let me aſk you, Whether he 
that holds heretical opinions ſhould be ſuffered to 
go up and down to poyſon and perſuade others to 
his belief? And if you believe he ought not 
ſo to do, then I aſk, Whether here/ie can be known 
to be hereſie, or prevented or puniſht but by ſome 
power truſted in the hands of ſome perſon or per- 
ſons whom the higheſt power hath choſen and 
truſted to judg what is here/ie; and then prevent, 
| - 
—_———_rTTz 


x «« Many, who were formerly very zealous for our church, 
« ſeeing theſe our ſad diviſions, and not ſeeing thoſe of the 
„Roman Church, nor their groſs ſuperſtitions (which their 
&« prieſts conceal till they have got men faſt), are eaſily ſeduced 
by their pretended unity, and daily fall from us. I it makes 
ny heart to bleed, and my foul with anguiſh ready to expire rather 
* than live to ſee that diſmal day of relapſe into their former 
** idolatries.”” ( Petit. prefixed to Ile Naked Truth.” —See alfe 
Ap. Sanderſon's excellent Preface to XXV Sermons, & 22.) 
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or ſuppreſs and puniſh it? And if you grant this 
(which no man of reaſon will deny) I hope you 
will grant clergymen, whoſe time hath been ſpent 
in ſuch ſtudies as have enabled them to know truth 
and ſalſbood, are the fitteſt to judg what is hereſie. 
And it you grant this, then theſe judges muſt have 
ſome name to diſtinguiſh them from others of the 
inferiour clergy; and if by a name of diſtinction, 
I hope the known name of biſhop (or church 
governour), which is ſo frequently uſed in ſcrip- 
ture, and in the writings of all the fathers of the 
church, and fo well known in this and all nations, 
will not be by you excepted againſt. | 
And this is told you in order to remembering 
you, that in the time of the late Long Parliament 
1640, the commoncitizens had long been ſo madded 
by the diſcourſe and ſermons of the non-conforming 
miniſters(which pretended tenderneſs of conſcience), 
that they, being poſſeſt with a furious zeal, went by 
troops to the Parliament at Weſtminſter, clamoured 
and affronted the biſhops as they went thither, and 
cried out, No biſhops! No biſhops" ”” that is to 
lay 


y « It is freſh in memory how this city ſent forth its ſpurious 
« ſcum in multitudes to cry down biſhops, root and branch , 
« who like ſhoals of herrings, or ſwarms of hornets, lay hover- 
4 ing about the court with lying pamphlets and ſcandalous 
« 9aſquils, until they forced the king from his throne, and 
« baniſhed the queen from his bed, and afterwards out of the 
„kingdom.“ (See a tract entitled“ Lex 7 alionis.) 
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ſay, © No judges of berefie or ſchiſm: No puniſhing of 
theſe which you call fins, but we know are not We 
know what is truth, and reſolve to do what is good in 
our own eyes.” And by ſuch clamours, and the 
malicious, miſguided, and active zeal that then 
poſſeſt thoſe people, and a minor part of the Par- 
liament then ſitting, the major and more prudent 
part of it were ſo affronted and threatned, that they 
appeared not; and in their abſence the biſhops 
were voted as uſeleſs, as the ſaid zealous and igno_ 

rant common people had deſired. 
And now the hedge of government and puniſh- 
ment being broken down, Dell*, the arch-here- 
| tick, 

—_— 


* Mr. William Dell, Maſter of Caius and Gonville College 
in Cambridge, and formerly a chaplain in the Parliament's 
army, is deſcribed by Mr. Baxter, as neither underſtanding 
himſelf, nor being underſtood by others, any further than to be 
one who took reaſon, ſound doctrine, order, and concord, to 
be the intolerable maladies of church and ſtate, becauſe they 
were the greateſt ſtrangers to his mind. (Relig. Baxter. p. 64) 
But it muſt be remarked, that the author here evidently means 
another perſon, namely, John Biddle, In 1654, the Parlia- 
ment, upon a juſt complaint, voted two books, written by John 
Biddle, to contain many impious and blaſphemous opinions 
againſt the deity of the Holy Ghoſt, and condemned the ſaid 
books to be burnt by the common hangman ; and bringing the 
author to the bar of the houſe committed him to priſon. Mr. 
Thomas Firmin applied to the Protector for his releaſe, but 
met with a blunt reproof. ¶ Kennet's Hiſt. of England, Vol. III. 
þ+ 196. See alſo Kennet's Regiſter, p. 760, 761.) — Of this man, 

Mr, 
Ul 
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tick, printed his book againſt the Holy Ghy/t ; and 
that, and ſo many ſuch other hæreſies and blaſpbe- 
mies were then invented, printed; and juſtified, as 
I am neither willing to remember or name; 

My good couſin, this was the effe of that igno- 
rant zeal then; and to this it tends now again :— 
And to this it will come, if God be not ſo good to 
this ſinful nation, as to make the women, the ſhop- 
keepers*, and the middle-witted people of it, leſs 
buſie, and more humble and lowly in their own 
eyes, and to think that they are neither called, nor 
are fit to meddle with and judge of the moſt hid- 
den and myſterious points in divinity and govern- 
ment of the church and /tate : and inſtead of being 
« buſie-bodies,” (which St. Paul accounts to be a fin, 
1 Pet. iv. 15.) to follow that counſel which St Paul 
gives to his Theſſalonians, © To ſtudy to be quiet, 
«and to do their own buſineſs.” 2 Wel. iv. f. 

1 have 


Mr. Baxter tells us, that he was © ſometimes a ſchoolmaſter of 
«« Glouceſter, and that he wrote againſt the godhead of the Holy 
« Ghoſt, and afterward of Chriſt ; and that his followers in- 
« clined much to mere deiſm and infidelity.” (Relig. Baxter. 
p. 79.)——1It would be unjuſt not to add, that he is acknow- 
ledged to have been a perſon of great holineſs of life and man- 
ners, and eminent for his knowledge and learning. 

An ingenious Italian obſerved, that « the common people of 
« England were wiſer than the wiſeſt of his wiſer nation 
«« for here the very aue and ſhopheepers wwere able to judge of 
« predeſtination, and determine what laws were fit to be obeyed 
« or aboliſhed.” (Walton's Life of Mr. Richard Hooker.) 
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I have told you how the major part of the par- 
liament and the biſhops were uſed by the minor 
part, and thoſe pretenders to conſcience that were 
of their party. Now, give me leave to tell you 
how thele zealous men, having gotten into all power, 
uſed the two univerſities of this nation, and thoſe of 
the beneficed clergy that would not violate thoſe 
oaths they had taken, both when they took their 
degrees in the univerſity, and at their entering into 
holy orders at their being made deacons and prieſts ; 
as alſo their oaths to the biſhop at their admiſſion 
into their ſpiritual livings and care of ſouls. 

And firſt for the uſage of the univerſities: Doubt- 
leſs, all rational and unintereſted men cannot but 
think the univerſities fitteſt to make or judge of all 
lawful or unlawful oaths; as alſo of obedience to 
governours: But it was ſo far otherwiſe, that very 
unlearned, and very unfit men, were ſent to viſit, 
judge, and reform them. And by them was alſo 
ſent the covenant, and other oaths to be taken with- 
out diſputing ; to be taken, even by all, from the 
loweſt graduate to the higheſt in order or power ; 
or to loſe their ſubſiſtence by being expelled both 
their colledges and the univerſity, And this was 
executed with very great (lriftneis, and as much 
cruelty, by theſe pretenders to tenderneſs of con- 
ſcience. 

And in like manner were all conformadle beneficed 
miniſters uſed by a committee of cruel and igno- 


rant 
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rant Trier:; who were to examine. and judge of 
their learning and their meaſures of grace: and if 
they 


b The Members of the Parliament ſummoned by Cromwell, 
and in which Lenthal was ſpeiker, paſſed an act for ſettling a 
committee of 7iers for the approbation of public preachers. 
Thoſe who were admitted to any benefice or lecture were 
obliged to paſs the teſt of this committee, and receive an in- 
ſtrument equivalent to letters of inſtitution and induction. The 
majority of theſe Triers were miniſters, but fince eight of them 
were laymen, and any five of them enabled to execute the act, 
it might ſometimes happen that none but ſecular men might act 
in this poſt, and determine upon the qualifications of thoſe who 
were to preach and adminiſter the ſacraments. {See Collier's 
Eecleſ. Hiftory, vol. II. p. 869. j 

„They had their Triers,” ſaith Dr. South, {South's Sermons, 
vol. III. p 543.) © that is a court appointed for the trial of mi 
«* niſters, but moſt properly called © Cromwell's Inquifition,” in 
* which they would pretend to know men's hearts and inward 
« bent of their ſpirits, as their word was, by their very looks. 
But the truth is, as the chief pretence of thoſe Triers was to 
© inquire into men's gifts ; ſo if they found them but well gifted 
1% in the hand, they never looked any further; for a Full and 
* free hard was with them an abundant demonſtration of a gra- 
« czous heart; a word in great requeſt in thoſe times.“ 

The queſtions propoled by theſe men to the perſons cited he- 
fore them were concerning their converſion ; the time of their 
beginning to feel the motions of the ſpirit ; The works of grace 
wrought in their ſouls. It muſt excite every ſentiment of indig- 
nation to remember, that Dr. Edward Pocock, © a man whom 
« all the learned, not of England only, but of all Europe, ſo 
* juſtly admired for his vaſt knowledge and extraordinary ac- 
« compliſhments,” ſhould undergo an haraſſing and long at- 

tendance 
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they were by them judged defective in either, then 
they were unfit to hold their good livings; and 
by this means, and their impoſing the covenant and 
other oaths, and their refuſing to take them, thoſe 
good livings became void, and fit for thoſe Triers 
' themſelves; or their friends that had learning and 
grace (and gratitude too); and they were quickly 
got into poſſeſſion, and the right owners as quickly 
impriſoned for not taking the covenant and other 
oaths, contrary both to their conſciences, and the 
many oaths they had formerly taken. 
Solomon, in his“ Book of Wiſdom*,”” makes 
the wickedneſs of the ungodly firſt to blind them ; 
and then he makes them to ſay, Our power is 
the law of righteouſneſs. And ſuch was the power 
and law of theſe Triers, and ſuch was their cruel 
uſage of that power ; as was too ſadly teſtified by 
the great ſuffering of the conformable clergy: Many, 
whoſe great poverty and other ſufferings were ſuch, 
and 


tendance before a ſet of theſe Tiriers, © as an ignorant, ſcandalous, 
«« inſufficient, and negligent minifter.” Mr. Baxter, though he 
acknowledges that many of them were ſomewhat partial for the 
Independents, Separatiſts, Fifth-monarchy Men, and Anabap- 
tiſts, and againſt the Prelatiſts and Arminians, yet he heſitates 
not to declare, that great was the benefit above the hurt which 
they brought to the church; that many thouſands of ſouls bleſt 
God for the faithful miniſters whom they let in, and grieved 
when the Prelatiſts afterward caſt them out. { Relig. Baxter. 5. 
72.) 


© See © Wiſdom of Solomon,” ii. 11, 21, 
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and undergone with ſo much patience, and fo calm 
a fortitude (for many had wives, and many chil- 
dren), that I proteſt, I heard a very conſiderable 
Papiſt ſay in thoſe times,“ That if their clergy 
«. would have ſuffered half ſo much in the days of 
« King Edward the Sixth, the religion of the Pro- 
« teſtants had never prevailed in England.” Which 


ſaying ſeemed to me very conſiderable. 

And I think this to be conſiderable alfo : That 
thole Triert, and their brethren of the ſeveral commit- 
tees, came by degrees to diſtinguiſh themſelves from 
others, by calling themſelves the godly Party“, and 
by degrees came to ſuch a confidence, that they only 
were ſo, that they made God to be as cruel and ill- 
natured a god as they were men ; not allowing him 


to ſave ary but themſelves and their party, 
But 


— ————— 
—— — 


4 The ſectaries of thoſe times called themſelves the Gadly,* 
* the Elec, © the Saints * the Predeſtinate,” and the like; while thoſe 
who perſevered in their attachment to the Church and King were 
ſtyled * the Ungodly,' the Prefane,” The late ſprung- up gene- 
« ration of Levellers, whoſe principles are ſo deſtructive of all that 
« order and juſtice by which public ſocieties are ſupported, do 
te yet ſtyle themſelves, as by a kind of peculiarity, * the Godly,” 
Dr. Sandenſon's Preface to XN Sermon.“ They appro- 
«« priate to themſelves the name of © the yodly and awell-affeted 
«« Party,” the title of © Saints,” calling themſelves * the Saints” 
« that they only preach Jeſus Chriſt ; and though they be Ana- 
«« baptiſts, Seckers, &c. yet they are the Saints,” This is com- 
« mon in printed books, petitions, ſermons, diſcourſes: ,* What! 
«« « ſpeak againſt the Saints ? be againſt a toleration for the Saint; # 
meaning themſelves only.” (Edward”s Gangrena, p. 63.) 
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But I will urge this no farther, leſt the truth I 
write ſeem too bitter. 

But I return to what may ſeem more conſider- 
able, and probably leſs provoking. 

I do obſerve, that your party that ſcruple many 
ſmall things, ſcruple not at the great ſin of /chifm - 
I think they do ſcarce conſider or think there is 
ſuch a fin. And this is the more to be wondred 
at; becauſe, in all the reformed churches in foreign 
nations, they think otherwiſe, and puniſh it. And 
they think the doctrine and diſcipline, and publick 
worſhip of God in our church to be moſt apoſtoli- 
cal, and moſt agreeable to the word of God: And 
many of them wiſh their's were like to our's. And, 
for a teſtimony of this, I refer you to a view of their 
ſeveral approbations of it, as they be collected and 
ſummed up, and lately publiſhed by Dr. Durell*, 
ſometimes preacher of the Reformed French Church, 


in the Savoy in London. 
D 2 And 
— = 

* Dr. John Durell, noted for his learned writings in defence 
of the Liturgy of the church of England, and expelled from his 
native iſland of Jerſey, on account of his attachment to the royal 
cauſe, was miniſter of the New French Church in the Savoy, 
which was opened July 14, 1661. He was afterward a prebend- 


ary of the fourth tall in the church of Durham, and dean of 


Windſor. (See Wood's Ath. Ox. vol. II. col. 731. Kenner Re- 
gifter, p. 395, 460, 474, 494-)——The work here alluded to, is 
entitled ** A view of the Government and public Worſhip of 
«« God in the reformed Churches beyond the Seas ; wherein is 


<«« ſhewed their Conformity and Agreement with the Church of 


« England, as it is by law eftabliſhed.”” London, 1662. 40, 
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And for one teſtimony that the fin of hin 
ought to be beiter conſidered and carefully avoided 
by all people, I ſhall in what follows give you a re- 
lation that may prove I am not ſingular in this opi- 
nion: wiſhing molt affectionately that it may prove 
as uſeful as it is true, and as I intend it. 

In the late perſecution of the conformable clergy, 
there was Dr. Eleazer Duncon“, a prebendary (I 
think of Ely or Durham), a man of ſingular learning 
and of an unblemiſht life; but ſequeſtred he was; 
and you may gueſs why. This good man being 
ſequeſtred, and fo made uſeleſs as to the ſervice of 
God's church publickly; and being independent of 
the world as to wife and children, and weary of 
beholding the ruine of ſo many ſacred ſtructures, 
the cruel uſage, contempt, and poverty of the con- 
formable clergy (for many of them had wives and 
children), reſolved to ſpend ſome part of the re- 
maining part of his life in travel; and thereby to 

inform 


Eleazar Duncon, D. D. was ejected from the fifth prebend 
in the church of Durham, and from the rectory of Houghton in 
the dioceſe of Durham. He and his brother were two very 
learned and worthy perſons and great ſufferers, who died be- 
« fore the miracle of our happy reſtoration, and were happy in 
« that they lived not to ſce ſuch oſtentation of fin and ingrati- 
„ tude as ſome ſince have made.” Mr. Barnabas Oley's Pre- 
face to Mr. George Herbert's * Prieſt of the Temple.” )——To this 
divine (whom Courayer and Dr. Johnſon call Dr. Duncomb), 
when ill at Venice, Fulgentio adminiſtered the communion in both 
kinds, after the manner obſerved in the church of England, 


THE SECOND LETTER. 41 


inform himſelf by conference and obſervation, what 
the belief and publick worſhip of God was, both in 
the Greek and all the Latine churches ; not only 
thole that depend, but thoſe that be independent 
on the church of Rome; and he did fo, to his great 
ſatisfaction: And after ſome years ſo ſpent, in his 
return homeward (which was in the year 1648), 
he took Venice in his way : to which place he 
carne indiſpoſed as to his health, and immediately 
fell into a dangerous fever, 

This good man was in his long travel ſo noted 
for his learning and the ſanctity of his life, that the 
day after his arrival in Venice he was ſent to by 
Father Fulgentio, who had been the pupil, and was 
now the ſucceſſor to Father Paul, in his Colledge of 
the Service (Father Paul and Fulgentio are both 
ſo known and valued by all the learned of Italy, 
and all other Chriſtian nations, that they neither 
need my character or commendations)—to enquire 
his health, and an offer of advice to procure it. 
And in order to both, he would wait on him next 
day, if he pleaſed to allow it. The laſt of which 
being thankfully accepted, the father did the next 
day, at a ſeaſonable hour, make him a charitable 
viſit; and after a loving and quiet conference, the 


father having treated him with words of Chriſtian 


compaſſion offered him a ſupply of money if he 
needed ; and, being ready to take his leave, told 
the doctor, “ He and his colledge ſhould pray for 

D 3 | | him 
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„him both day and night;“ which good office 
the doctor moſt humbly accepted of, and, after 
giving thanks, added this: 

Father, your charity is the more perfect, in 
„ that you will do this Chriſtian office for one that 
« your church accounts an heretick.” To which 
the father's reply was, © But I do not: I look up- 
% on you as a true Catholick ; yea, as a confeſſor, 
forced out of your native country for the pro- 
« feſlion of the moſt true religion; for I look upon 
« the Church of England, as I know it by your li- 
« turgy, articles, and canons (I know not your 
« practice), to be the moſt apoſtolical church in 
„the whole world, and the Church of Rome to be 
« at this time the moſt impure.” 

After which ingenuous profeſſion, the father ob- 
ſerving the doctor to grow faint and uneaſie, left 
him for that time; but after the doctor's recovery, 
and during his ſtay in Venice, the father and he 
had many free and friendly diſcourſes, of the ſame 
ſubject, in one of which the doctor ſaid : 

« Father, your confeſſion of the impurity of the 
« Roman Church, and the 18th of your own objec- 
tions, lately ſhewed to me againſt it, require an 
& apology for your continuing in that commu- 
„nion.“ | 

To which the father's reply was : 

A man may live in an infected city, and not 
« have the plague. My judgment and publick 
« practice in religion are both ſo well known here, 


and 
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„and at Rome (and both to my danger and da- 
mage), that I may continue in it with more ſafe- 
« ty than others: And ſeparation may be a fin in 
* me, who judge the unity of the church in which 
« ] was baptized and confirmed, and the peace of 
the ſtate in which I was born, to be preferred 
„before my private opinion, intereſt, or ſatisfac- 
« tion; and I think to commit a /chi/m, and ſepa- 
« rate from that church, would make me guilty of 
« the ſin of a ſcandal jaſtly given; and therefore 
* live in it and die init I muſt, though it be the 
impureſt of Chriſtian churches. But let him that 
„ now is not of it never be of that church, which 
« is fo far departed from the primitive purity, and 
„ now maintained only by ſplendour, and the max- 
« jms and practice of polity*.” 

If 


s Fulgentio trod in the ſteps of his famous predeceſſor. It 
is well known that Biſhop Bedell, during his reſidence at Venice, 
when chaplain to Sir Henry Wotton, tranſlated the Engliſh 
Common Prayer Book into Italian, and that Father Paul and 
the ſeven divines who, during the interdict, were commanded 
by the Senate to preach and write againſt the Pope's authority, 
liked it ſo well, that they reſolved to have made it their pattern, if 
the differences between the Pope and them had produced the effect 
which they hoped and longed for. When Bedell ſuggeſted to 
this great man ſome critical explications of paſſiges in the New 
"Teſtament that he had not underſtood before, he geceived them 
with tranſports of joy, valuing the diſcoveries of divine truth 
beyond all other things. He found it impoſſible to indulge his 
wiſhes in coming over to England, and therefore he complied as 


far 
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® The truth needs not | * : 
4 If you doubt the truth“ of this 


ſhall firſt know, that Fa- relation, I will give you an un- 


ther Paul writ the Hi- a 
ſtory of the Council of Queſtionable confirmation of it 


r — at our next meeting, It has 


+ I 7 Siſciple and been longer than I intended, and 
_—_— 3 I beg your pardon ; and beg 
iſtory d, you alſo to conſider, with what 


incon- 


far as he could wvith the eftabliſhed way of worſhip in his own church; 
but he had in many things particular methods, by which he, in a great 
meaſure, rather quieted than ſatisfied his conſcience. In private con- 
feſſions and diſcourſes he took people off from ſeveral abuſes, 
and gave them right notions of the purity of the Chriſtian re- 
ligion: So he hoped he was ſowing ſeeds that might be fruitful 
in another age, and he believed that he might live innocent in 
a church that he thought ſo defiled. And when one had preſſed 
him hard in this matter, and objected that he till held commu- 
nion with an idolatrous church, and gave it credit by adhering 


* Out- 


—— 


„ The Cardinal du Perron has with great freedom delivered 
his ſentiments concerning Father Paul. I faw him,” ſays 
he, at Venice: I remarked nothing extraordinary in him :— 
« He is a man of good judgment and of good ſenſe, but of no 
«« extenſive knowledge; I obſerved nothing in him but what is 
„ common to other men; I found him to be little more than a 
„% monk.” (Perroniana, p. 266.)——Upon this paſſage Daniel 
George Morkof makes a very juſt and pertinent remark :— 
« Adverſus ſolem hoc loqui eſt. Qui norunt quantas qualeſq; 


res geſſerit Sarpius, quibus ille doctrinis excelluerit, illi non 


« ſupra monachum, ſed et ſupra cardinalem, ac ipſum hunc Per- 
& ronium ſapuiſſe largientur.“ ( Merteſi Polyhifter. vol. J. 
þ+ 291.) | | & 
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inconſiderable zeal you and your party ruſh into 
Sehijm, and give juſt cauſe of ſcandal by oppoſing 
government and, affronting that church in which 
you were born, and baptized (and, I hope, con- 
firmed by a biſhop); ; I think the doing ſo requires 
your ſad and ſerious conſideration : For if there be 
ſach fins as /chifm and ſeandal (and if there were 
not, they could not have names in Scripture), then, 
give me leave to tell you, T cannot but wonder 
that you, and the ſcruple-mongers of your party, 
ſhould ruſh into them without any tenderneſs or 
ſcruple of conſcience, 

And here let me tell you, the church of England, 
which you oppole, enjoins nothing contrary to God's 
word ; and hath ſummed up in her creeds and ca- 
techiſm what is neceſſary for every Chriſtian to 
know and to do: And can you, that are a ſhop- 


oy keeper, 
— 
outwardly to it, by which means others that depended much on 
his example would be likewiſe encouraged to continue in it, all 
the anſwer he made to this was, * that God had not given him the 
&« ſpirit of Luther.” (See Burnet's Life of Biſhop Bedell, p. 8, g, 
16, 17.) 
* Theſe two great divines, although illuminated above all their 
countrymen, had not, probably, conſidered with due attention 
the emphatic injunction uttered with ſuch ſolemnity, Come 
out of her, my people, that ye be not partakers of her ſins» 
and that ye receive not of her plagues.” If the apocalyptic 
prophecies have been juſtly applied by Mr. Mede, Sir Iſaac 
Newton, and Mr. Daubuz (and of the propriety of their appli- 
cation no impartial reader can admit a doubt), a ſeparation from 
papal Rome can never be cenſured as ſchiſmatical or heretical, 


— LIE. 


— — 
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keeper, or private man, think that you are fit to 
teach and judge the church, or the church fit to 
teach and judge you ? or can you think the ſafety 


or peace of the ſtate or church in which you live 


ſhould depend upon the ſcruples and miſtakes of a 
party of the common people, whole indiſcreet and 
active zeal makes them like the reſtleſs Scribes and 
Phariſees, Matt, xiii. 15. who compals ſea and land 
to get partics to be of their opinions, and by that 
means beget confuſion in both? No, doubtleſs :— 
Common reaſon will not allow of this belief: for a 
liberty to preach and perſuade to your dangerous 
principles, would enflame the too hot and furious 
zeal of ſo many of your party ; and beget ſo many 
more reſtleſs and dangerous contentions, that there 
could be neither quiet or ſafety in the nation but 
„ Winch the BY kec ping a ſtanding army *, which 
bats - qe the I know you deteſt, and from the 
* cauſe of which God deliver us. I 


have told you often, that Samuel ſays, 1 Sam. xv. 


23. 


i The Covenanters in Scotland conſidered Sharp, Archbiſhop 
of St. Andrew's, as their moſt implacable enemy. A company 
of theſe fanatics accidentally meeting this prelate and his daugh- 
ter in a coach, upon a heath, in the neighbourhood of St. An- 
drew's, dragged him from his carriage, and, without paying the 
leaſt regard to the cries and intreaties of his daughtes, murdered 
him in the moſt barbarous manner. This cruel aſſaſſination, 
perpetrated in 1679, was celebrated by the Covenanters as an 
exploit perfectly meritorious in the ſight of God, 
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23. Rebellion is like the fin of witcheraft;“ and 
I cannot tell you too often, that ſchiſmis too like that 
myſterious ſin ; for when the fire of ſchiſm and re- 
bellion is kindled, no man knows where it will end. 
Conſider this, and remember that St, Jude accounts 
them that make ſecta to be fleſhly ; and not to have the 
ſpirit of God ; which too many of your fraternity pre- 
tend to. 
And now, after ſo long ſeriouſneſs, give me li- 
berty to be fo pleaſant as to tell you a tale, by 
which I intend not to provoke you, but to explain 
my meaning, 
There was a north-country man that came 

* young and poor to London, to ſeek that which he 
* called his fortune, and it proved to be an hoſtler in 
an inn of good note in that city; in which condi- 
« tion he continued ſome years, and by diligence 
and trugality got and ſaved ſo much money, that 
« in time he became the maſter of that inn. And 
„ not long after his arrival to that happineſs, he 
„ ſent for three of his nieces, one to ſerve him in 
„ his kitchen, and the other two did ſerve for ſome 
« years in a like condition in other houſes, till mine 
« hoſt, their unkle died; who, at his death, left to 
each of them a hundred pound, to buy each of 
them a north=country huſband ; and alſo to each 
* of them ten pound, to buy new cloaths, and bear 
© their charges into the north, to ſee their mother. 

The three filters reſolved to go together; and 
the day being appointed, two of them bought 


IT) very 
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« yery fantaſtical cloaths, and as gaudy ribbands, 
« intending thereby to be noted and admired; but 
„the third was of a more frugal humour (yet 
« aimed at admiration too), and ſaid, ſhe would 
« ſave her money, wear her old cloaths, and yet 
« be noted and get reputation at a cheaper rate : 
# For ſhe would hold ſome ſingular, new, fantaſtical 
opinion in religion, and thereby get admirers, 
and as many as they ſhould; and it proved ſo,” 
And doubtleſs this is the ambition of many wo- 
men, ſhopkeepers, and other of the common people 
of very mean parts, who would not be admired or 
noted if they did not trouble themſelves and others 
by holding fome odd, impertinent, ſingular opi- 
nions, And tell me freely, do not you think that 
filence would become our couſin Mrs. B. than to 
talk ſo much and ſo boldly againſt thoſe clergy- 
men, and others that bow at the altar (the ſays 10 
the altar), and uſe other like reverence in churches, 
where ſhe and her party are ſo familiar with God 
as to uſe none? And concerning which let mg tell 
you my thoughts, and then leave you to judge.— 
Almighty God in the ſecond commandment ſays, 
he would have one to bow down or worſhip a 
graven image,; intimating, as I ſuppoſe, a jealouſie, 
leſt that reverence or worlhip, which belongs only 
to him, be aſcribed or given to an idol or image.— 
But that reverence and worſhip does belong to 
him and was always paid to him, is to me manifeſt 


by 
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by what the prophet David ſays, P/al. v.“ I will 
in thy fear worſhip towards thy holy temple,” — 
And again, “ I will praiſe thy name and worſhip 
„towards thy holy temple.” And again, P/al. 
CXXX11, xxxvili. “ O let us worſhip and fall down, 
„and kneel before the Lord,” Theſe, and many 
more, might be urged; out of the Old Teſtament ; 
and, in the New, you may ſee it is a duty to wor- 
ſhip God, Firſt, St. Paul ſays, Heb. xiii. 10. We 
„have an altar.” And you may note, Rev. xxii. 
9. where the angel that had ſhewed St. John a vi- 
ſion, forbad him to fall down to him, but bad him 
fall down and worſhip God.” And again, chap. 
xiv. 7. Worſhip him that made heaven and 
« earth.” TI omit more teſtimonies which might 
be multiplied, and ſhall tell you next, that churches 
are ſacred*, and not to be uſed prophanely : For 
you may note, that our Saviour did, with a divine 
indignation, whip the money-changers out of the 
Temple for polluting it; and faid, © His houſe 
„ ſhould be called the houſe of prayer.“ 

And let me tell you, that in the primitive times, 
many of thoſe humble and devout Chriſtians, whoſe 
ſudden journeys, or buſineſſes of preſent neceſſity, 
were ſuch as not to allow them time to attend the 

publick 
——— 
* Of the holineſs and virtue which is to be aſcribed to a church 


more than to other places, ſee ** Hooker's Eccleſ. Pol.“ B. V. 
$ 16, © Mede's Works,” p. 405, 4th edit. 


| 
| 
| 
” 
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publick worſhip and prayers of the church, would 
yet expreſs their devotion by going into a church 
or oratory, and there bow at the altar, then kneel 
and beg of God to pardon their fins paſt, and to be 
their director and protector that day; and having 
again bowed toward the , at the altar, begin 
their journey or bulineſs, and they thought God 
well pleaſed with ſo ſhort a prayer, and ſuch a ſa- 
crifice', 

Much more might be ſaid for bowing at the al- 
tar, and bowing toward the eaſt ; but I forbear. 

And now let me aſk you ſeriouſly, do you think 
this, which I think to be a duty, ought to be for- 
born, becauſe our couſin and her party are ſcanda- 
lized at it? Or do you think when I, in a late diſ- 
courſe told her, how reſtleſs and active her unkle 
and father, and the reſt of the Preſbyterian party, 


had been in promoting the late confuſions, and pla- 
cing 


* — 


1% The Naked Truth,“ p. 18.“ Animadverſions,” &c. p. 
36. Of the practice of antiquity in theſe matters, ſee © Mede's 
„Works,“ p. 396, 347. Dr. Eleazar Duncon, mentioned in a 
preceding page, publiſhed a tract dedicated to Dr. Gauden, Bi- 
ſhop of Exeter, entitled, De Adoratione Dei verſus Altare; or, 
« that pious and devout Ceremony of bowing towards the Al- 
« tar vindicated as pious, lawful, and laudable.” London, 1661. 
Let it be obſerved, that bowing towards the altar is not one of 
thoſe ceremonies which the Church has enjoined either by ca- 
non or rubric. See Biſhop Burnet's modeſt ſurvey of the moſt 
conſiderable things, in a diſcourſe entitled“ Naked Truth,” 


p- 8. 
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eing all power in that Parliament, 1640, that mur- 
thered Dr. Laud, the late religious Biſhop of Can- 
terbury, the late good and pious King Charles, and 
were the cauſe of ſpilling ſo*much innocent bloud, 
and ruine of ſo many harmleſs families? Can you 
think her's to be a reaſonable excuſe; That God 
bad determined or appointed this, becauſe we were a 
ſinful nation. | 
It ſhall be granted that we were (God knows we 
ſtill are) a ſinful nation, and deſerved a heavy pu- 
niſhment ; and God did puniſh us juſtly ; but they 
had no appointment to be the executioners of that 
juſtice : They appointed themſelves firſt to judge, 
and then to be the executioners of his will, And 
before I paſs further, I pray obſerve, it was God's 
will, that his only Son, our Saviour, /hould be be- 
trayed ; but who would be the Zudas to do it? or 
the ſouldiers that crucified him? or could Judas 
look back with comfort that he was uſed in betray- 
ing him? I hope it is far from your thought to think 
or fay ſo. 
Let me tell you, that the learned Dr. Abbot, the 
late Lord Archbiſhop of Canterbury, that was next 
before Dr. Laud (whoſe head your Long Parlia- 
ment cut off), intended to kill a buck, 1621, but 
the arrow did to glance, that he kill'd the keeper 
immediately”, The church of England judges 


ſudden 
— 
= Archbiſhop Abbot was then upon a viſit at Bramſhill in 
Hampſhire, the ſeat of Edward Lord Zouch, a learned man him- 
ſelf, and the friend and patron of learned men. 
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ſudden death to be a puniſhment, and therefore 
prays againſt it. And though it is certain God 
would not have puniſhed that keeper with a ſudden 
death if the keeper had not deſerved it; and cer- 
tain alſo, that the good biſhop thought ſo ; yet he 
lamented to the laſt hour of his own life that his 
hand was uſed to bring ſudden death upon another: 
And he teſtified his ſorrow, by what I ſhall relate to 
you. | e oP 
After that reſtleſs night, which followed the ſad 
accident, he ſent early in the morning for the keep- 
er's wife, bemoan'd himſelf to her, and begg'd her 
pardon; which being obtained, he ſettled upon her 
an annuity, by which ſhe was enabled to live with 
much more eaſe and plenty, though probably with 
leſs comtort than if ſhe had ſtill enjoyed her hul- 
band. For her two daughters he provided com- 
petent portions; and a better education and ſettle- 
ment for her three ſons than the father could pro- 
bably have made, if he had ſtill lived. 

This he did for them. And as for himſelf, this 
ſad accident begot in him that which St. Paul re- 
joiced to find in his Corinthians, 2. Cor. vii. 82, 
even a godly ſorrow and revenge; for he kept a ſe- 
vere weekly faſt, the day that this fad accident 
befel him, during the remainder of his life; and 
died lamenting it. | 

Let me ſtop here, and tell you, it is far other- 


ways with you and your Preſbyterian party, than 
with 
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with this penitent biſhop : For, though it is moſt 
certain you were the cauſe of the late confuſion in 
the church, and of the war and bloud that followed 
it, yet I do not find one of you that lays his hand 


upon his breaſt and ſays: 
„Lord, what have I done? Lord, pardon me.“ 


No, you are far from that temper: And he that 
conliders the temper of the preſent times, and your 
reſtleſs activity in it, may conclude you are as wil- 
ling to begin new commotions, as you are ſenſeleſs 
of the old. 

My meaning 15 not, in ſaying this, to upbraid or 
provoke you, but rather to convince and unbeguile 
you. And that I may the better do that, I will, 
in what follows, anſwer ſome of the moſt material 
of your common objections, 

You ſay, the biſhops have great revenues, and 
« preach not for it;“ to which I will anſwer you 
in love: Firſt, you ſay, that the biſhops revenues 
are much greater than indeed they are; and you 
ſeem to repine, becauſe you do not conſider how 
much muſt go out of them, by fir/t-fruits, tenths, 
and other payments of neceſſity. And you ought 
to conſider, much muſt go out in bounty and charity, 
and ſome in hoſpitality and /tate. I ſay in ſtate and 
attendance : For is it fit that the judge of all the 
inferiour clergy of his dioceſe, and of many of the 
laity, ſhould not have a liberal revenue, and live in 

E more 
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more plenty and ſplendour than the common peo- 
ple do, or can do? Doubtleſs it is neceſſary : For 
let him be ever ſo prudent and diligent, fo inwardly 
humble, and outwardly meek, yet if he have not a 
revenue to live above the common people, he muſt 
make himſelf a companion for them, and loſe the 
reverence due to his dignity ; and, by that, make 
himſelf both cheap and contemptible: And he that 
will conſider the neceſſity of a biſhop's living thus, 
and the ſmall revenue that moſt of the biſhops have, 
may turn his maligning them their revenue, into a 
wonder how they make their revenue to do it, and 
a pity it is no more. 

There are, indeed, ſome few of them, whoſe re- 
venues do abound ; and, I think, I ſhall not be miſ- 
taken if I ſay, there have been by them more high- 
ways mended, and more hoſpitals, ſchools, and col- 
ledges built and endowed, than by five times their 
number of lay lords, or by all the phyſicians and 
lawyers of\ this nation, though very many of their 
employments turn to much more . and 8 
their's is not repined at. 

And let me tell you alſo, it is not often that any 
is made a biſhop till the age of ſixty years; and 
then he undertakes the care and toyl of govern— 
ment, to prevent herefie and ſehiſin, or ſuppreſs and 
puniſh them; and as occaſion ſerves, by his writing 
to defend this church from the clamours of the 

Church 
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Church of Rome, or the reſtleſs ſectaries of this.— 
And may not the revenue of a biſhop be thought 
a juſt reward for his forty years paſt ſtudy, and his 
preſent care, though he preach not? And yet many 
of them do preach often, though not weekly. And 
let me add this to what is ſaid ; what if the king 
ſhould give the revenue to a biſhop only becauſe he 
is learned, and condition with him not to preach z 
or make a doctor of the civil law a biſhop, who is 
not in orders, and ſhould not preach, but govern 
(which I think he may do); what is this to you 
or your party? You ought to conſider this, and 
that the bilthops' revenues was never their's nor 
your's, nor your predeceſſors', nor can any man 
now living claim it for his. It is only and moſt cer- 
tainly God's ; given to him by our king's prede- 
ceſſors; and our king appoints who ſhall govern the 
church under him, and have the church's revenue 
for their reward. | 

More might be added, but I am as weary of 
ſaying this, as you will be to read it. 

Now for preaching : I praiſe God I underſtand 
my duty both to him and my neighbour the better 
by hearing of ſermons. And though I be defect- 
ive in the performance of both (for which I be- 
ſeech Almighty God to pardon me), yet I had 
been a mnch worſe Chriſtian if I had not fre. 
quented the bleſſed ordinance of preaching, which 

L 2 has 
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has convinced me of my many fins paſt, and be- 
got ſuch terrours of conſcience as have begot in me 
holy reſolutions to amend my life, and earneſt 
prayers to Almighty God, the giver of all grace, 
to enable me by his grace to perform thoſe holy 
reſolutions, This benefit, and many other like be- 
nefits, I and other Chriſtians have had by preach- 
ing; and God forbid we ſhould ever uſe it fo, or 
ſo provoke him by our other fins as to withdraw 
this bleſſed ordinance from us, or turn it into a 
curſe, by preaching herefie and ſchiſm, which too 
many have done in the late time of rebellion, and, 
indeed, now do in many conventicles ; and their 
auditors think ſuch preaching is ſerving God, when 
God knows it is contrary : For can you think 
* to fit an hour in a warm room, upon an eaſie 
“ ſeat, your head covered, your mind at reſt, and 
« your malicious humour pleaſed to hear your go- 
« yernours ſcandalized, and with their ſcandals 
« ſome new needleſs notions offered to your con- 
« fjderation, and then their truth or falſhood left 
« for you to judge and determine? Can you think 
« you are at this time ſerving God, or ſatisfying 
« your own curioſity or malicious humour? doubt- 
« leſs not ſerving God.“ 

Nay, let it be granted, that you hear nothing 
but truth preach'd, yet 1 queſtion whether the di- 
rection how you ſhould honour and ſerve God, be 


honouring and ſerving him. 
For 
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For example, if a maſter calls his ſervant, and 
gives him poſitive directions what he ſhall do the 
day following, and the ſervant hears him with good 
attention, but neglects to do what he is directed; 
can you think the hearing his maſter's direction is 
ſerving him-? No, doubtleſs it is not : it is granted 
he could not have known his maſter's will without 
hearing it, but he ſerves him not by hearing his 
direction, but doing his will. 

And the like may be obſerved concerning your 
magnifying extemporary prayer“ by giſted men in 
publick: and contempt of the church liturgy. The 
firſt of which you call praying by the Spirit; but 
doubtleſs it was an evil ſpirit that John Lilbourn“, 

E 3 Hugh 


» « The Naked Truth,“ p. 22. 


o John Lilburn, a man of the moſt turbulent and reſtleſs diſ- 
poſition, and diſcontented with every form of government, was 
perpetually embroiling himſelf in deſigns to diſturb the public 
peace. He died a Quaker, Aug. 28, 1657, in the 39th year of 
his age. It was ſaid of him by Judge Jenkins, That if the 
world was emptied of all but himſelf, Lilburn would quarrel! 
with John, and John with Lilburn.” His character is thus 
deſcribed in Butler's Hudibras, P. III. Canto II. 


Alte at any time would hang 
For thꝰ opportunity to harangue: 
And rather on a gibbet dangle, 
Than mg his dear delight to wrangle ; 
Ia which his parts were ſo accompliſut, 


« That right or wrong he ne'er was nonpluſt, 
«© But 


i 
| 
| 
| 
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Hugh Peters, and many others of your party, 
praved by, in the days of Cromwell the ty- 
rant, when they prayed to God to“ prolong his 
« life, to ſtrengthen his arm, and inable him with 
„ zeal and courage, to perfect what he had ſo hap- 
« pily begun, and make a thorow reformation in 
the church and whole nation.” And in the 
fame prayer to libel our late vertuous king, by 
praying to God, © that if he had not wholly with- 
* drawn his grace, and given him over to a re- 
« probate ſenſe, that he would at laſt bring him 
back from his preſent evil council to his great 
council, the preſent godly Parliament,” 

Thus, 


— — 


1 But ſtill his tongue run on, the leſs 
Of weight it bore, with greater eaſe, 
« And with its ever laſting clack 

«« Set all men's ears upon the rack.“ 


Of this man, who was ſtyled the Solicitor General for the 
Sectaries, ſee © Edward's Gangrna,” p. 98. Prefixed to Sir 
lohn Birkinhead's “ Aſſembly Man,” is a print by Faithorne, 
ſuppoſed to repreſent Hugh Peters, or ſome zealous preacher —a 
whole length, in a cloak, treading on the fathers, councils, 
common prayer, &c, 


q Of the inſolent language in which the preachers of thoſe 
times addrefied the Supreme Being, one initance may ſuffice. 
A lecturer in Southampton uſed this prayer: “ Bleſs the King, 
„O Lord, mollify his heart that delighteth in blood; open his 


'«« eyes that he may ſee, that the blood of ſaints is dear in thy 


« ſipht, He is fallen from faith in thee, and become an enemy 
«cf to 


THE SECOND LETTER. 59 


Thus, or to this purpoſe, was that pious and pru- 
dent king libelled in your publick extemporary 
prayers, and the tyrant magnified by thoſe that 
were ſo ſhameleſs to call themſelves the godly party. 
And many well-meaning people were ſo beguiled 
as to ſay Amen to what was thus prayed, And by 
this means the church liturgy came to be abhorred 
by ſome, and neglected by almoſt all. And can 
you think, praying thus, and appointing God in 
their prayers what he was to do for them, and their 
cauſe, and when, and by what manner and means 
he was to do it, was honouring and ſerving him ? 
No, doubtleſs, | 

God forbid that private Chriſtians ſhould be ſo 
tied to ſet forms of prayer, as not in their retired 
and private devotions to make their private con- 
feſſions of their private ſins to the Searcher of all 
hearts ; and beg their pardon of him, and pray ex- 
tempore for ſuch a meaſure of his aſſiſting grace ſo 
to ſtrengthen them that they may never relapſe in- 
to thoſe, or the like fins, This, doubtle(s, is to ho- 
nour and ſerve God, but this is but to honour and 
ſerve him privately : And if I be miſtaken in my 


private 
— 


„ to the Church: Is it not he that hath ſinned and done evil in- 
« deed? but as for theſe ſheep what have they done? Let thine 
* hand, we pray thee, O Lord our God, be upon him and on hi, 


& father's houſe, but not on thy people that they ſhould be 
't plagued.” (Sir William Dugdale's Short View, Cc. p. 568.) 
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private prayers my miſtakes concern only myſelf, 
and end there. But it is not ſo in your public extem- 
porary prayers, the milchief is not ended when the 
prayers are. 

And that theſe ſhould juſtle ont the well-known 
and approved prayers of the church, which were 
compoſed, and ſo pathetically and properly worded, 
by the aſſiſtance of God's ſpirit, in many of thoſe 
bleſſed martyrs and confeſſors, whom he made his 
Inſtruments to ſettle and reform the church of 
England from the groſs corruptions of that of 
Rome : I ſay, that you and your party ſhould not, 
when you conſider this, grieve to think it was done 
by you, is to me a wonder; and I praiſe God that 
he makes me look upon it with a thankful deteſta- 
tion. 

And now, good couſin, give me leave to tell you 
(as I did your brother in a letter writ ſome years 
paſt), what I do (or ought in duty to do) when I 
make myſelf a member of any Chriſtian congrega- 
tion, aſſembled to pay reverence to Almighty God, 
and pray and praiſe him according to the injunc- 
tion and cuſtom of our church, 

« Firſt, we all do, I am ſure they that know ẽ 
„ heſt and are moſt devout do all kneel, and as 
% many as well may, with their faces towards the 
« eaſt, and in that order and humble poſture, and 
„with one conſent, all make their general and 

„humble 
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humble confeſſion of their unworthineſs to ap- 
pear before God, by reaſon of their many and 
grievous ſins paſt: And we beg pardon for them, 
and his grace to ſerve him the remaining part of 
our lives with more purity and holineſs: And 
having confeſt and prayed thus ; if the Searcher 
of all hearts does bear witneſs with us that this 
confeſſion and theſe prayers be ſincere, and that 
our purpoſe is to amend our lives, and obey him 
better, we do, and may, put on a modeſt confi- 
dence, that he will afliſt us with his grace; and 
be aſſured that he is at peace with us, and loves 
us, 

« And this being done in an humble and ardent 
manner, we proceed to laud and magnifie our 
God in a joynt repeating a part of the Pſalms, 
which are all compoſed of gratitude and mercy, 
and then apply ourſelves to the hearing ſome part 
of God's holy word read, for our information 
and comfort. 

And then to a publick profeſſion of our Chriſ- 
tian faith; and then we again betake ourſelves 
to beg of God, that, by his preventing grace, we 
may be that day delivered from the temptations 
and miſeries that threaten our fouls and bodies; 
and beg for his aſſiſting grace to ſtrengthen us 
ſo, that we may oppoſe and overcome both. 
And having thus humbly conteſt our fins, and 
thus profeſt our Chriſtian faith, and thus beg 


© bis 
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« his pardon, and both his preventing and aſſiſtinr 
grace for the time to come: and all theſe in ſuch 
* a manner as they be all moſt pathetically expreſt 
« in the ſeveral collects of our church-prayers : 
„The congregation is difloly'd with the prieſt's 
« blefling; and all betake themſelves to their ſe- 
« yeral employments. 

And for niy part, I think God and his holy 
« angels look down with joy when they behold a 
« Chriſtian congregation thus in one manner ador- 
« ing and praiſing God, and praying for remit 
« fion of their ſins.“ 

Your being ſo much a ſtranger to our church 
prayers has inclined me to give you this large 
account of them, and of my own thoughts, I 
might here undertake alſo to ſatisfie your ſeruples 
of kneeling at the ſacrament, and the ring in mar- 
riage, but there have been ſo many good reaſons 
given of them in ſeveral ſmall treatiſes, for the 
juſtification of them, that I will decline that trou- 
ble, both for your's and my own ſake ; and offer 
unto you the few following obſervations, and ſo put 
an end both of your's and my own trouble. 

And, in order to doing this, I defire you to look 
back with me to the beginning of the late Long 
Parliament, 1640; at which time we were the 
quieteſt and happieſt people. in the Chriſtian 

| world 


THE SECOND LETTER. 63 


' world” (and praiſed be God we yet are ſo); we 
had then a prudent and conſciencious king, whoſe 
life was a pattern of temperance, patience, piety, 
and, indeed, of all the Chriſtian graces. He go- 
verned, I think, by the known laws of the nation: 
Every man ſate then under the ſhadow of his own 
vine, and did eat his own grapes; that is, enjoy'd 
the benefit of his own labour, and eat his own 
bread in peace. We had then no need of a court 
of guard to keep the diſcontented inferiour people 
from riſing againſt government : We had then no 
need to raiſe thoſe monthly taxes to pay thoſe courts 
of guard, and other charges that are now come to 
be of neceſſity, to ſecure us from the yet unſeen 
commotions of a malicious, reſtleſs, diſcontented 
party, which were firſt made ſo by the example of 
the ill-natured Preſbyterians ; and continue to be 
ſo by retaining the deſtructive principles they then 
taught them ; and which do ſtill threaten us with 
new commotions. Thus happy we were then; 
and he that conſiders the preſent miſeries of Ger- 
many, Poland, France, and, indeed, of all Chriſ- 

tan 


The like peace and plenty, and univerſal tranquillity was 
never enjoyed by any nation for years together before thoſe 
© unhappy troubles began.” {Lord Clarendon's Hiſtory of the Re- 
bellion, vel. I. p. 52.)——* Some years before the unhappy 
Long Parliament, this nation being then happy and in peace, 
though inwardly ſick of being well. (Walton's Life of Dr 
Sanderſon.) 
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tian nations, how many cities lately were, and at 
this time are beſieged! what devaſtations, and ra- 
viſhings, and fears follow running armies ! what 
terrors and wants thoſe poor diſtrefſed people now 
groan under! He that conſiders all this and com- 
pares our preſent condition with theirs, ought to 
ſay, that England is at this time the happieſt na- 
tion in the Chriſtan world; but our unhappineſs is, 
that peace and plenty will not ſuffer us to think fo, 
and ſtudy to be quiet and thankful. 

This, I beſeech you to conſider ſeriouſly ; and, 
good couſin, let me adviſe you to be one of the 
thankful and quiet party ; for it will bring peace 
at laſt, Let neither your diſcourſe or practice be 
to encourage or aſliſt in making a ſchiſm in that 
church in which you were baptized, and adopted 
a Chriſtian; for you may continue in it with ſafety 
to your ſoul; you may in it ſtudy ſanctification, 
and practiſe it to what degree God by his grace 
ſhall enable you. You may faſt as much as you 
will, be as humble as you will, pray both publickly 
and privately as much as you will ; viſit and com- 
fort as many diſtreſſed and dejected families as you 
will, be as liberal and charitable to the poor as you 
think fit, and are able. Theſe, and all other of 
thoſe undoubted Chriſtian graces that accompany 
ſalvation you may practiſe, either publickly or pri- 
vately, as much and as often as you think fit ; and 

yet 
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yet keep the communion of that church of which 
you were made a member at your baptiſm. Theſe 
graces you may practiſe, and not be a buſie- body 
in promoting ſchiſm and faction; as God knows 
your father's friends, Hugh Peters and John Lil- 
bourn did, to the ruin of themſelves and many of 
their diſciples. Their turbulent lives, and uncom- 
fortable deaths are not, I hope, yet worn out of the 
memory of many“. He that compares them with 
the holy life and happy death of Mr. George Her- 
bert, as it is plainly, and I hope truly, writ by Mr. 
Iſaac Walton, may in it find a perfect pattern for 
an humble and devout Chriſtian to imitate. And 
he that conſiders the reſtleſs lives, and uncomfort- 
able deaths of the other two (who always liv'd 
like the ſalamander in the fire of contention), and 
conſiders the diſmal conſequences of ſchiſm and ſe- 
dition, will (if prejudice or a malicious zeal have 
| not 
QA===== 

It was remarkable that Hugh Peters a ſort of an enthuſi- 
*« aſtick buffoon preacher, though a very vicious man, who had 
been of great uſe to Cromwell, and had been outrageous in 
« preſling the king's death with the cruelty and rudeneſs of an 
* © Inquiſitor, was the man of them all who was the moſt ſunk in 
his ſpirit, and could not in any ſort bear his puniſhment. He 
had neither the honeſty to repent, nor the ſtrength of mind to 
*« ſuffer for it, as all the reſt of them did. He was obſerved all 
the while to be drinking ſome cordial liquors to keep him from 
„ fainting.” ( Burnet's Hiftory of his own 7 imes, fol. p. 162. See 

Regicides no Saints, p. 83. Life of Dr. Barwick, p. 296.) 
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not ſo blinded him, that he cannot ſee reaſon) be 
ſo conviuc'd as to beg of God to give him a meek 
and quiet ſpirit, and that he may by his grace be 
prevented from being a buſie-body in what con- 
cerns him not. | 
The reaſons that I have offered to your conſider- 
ation have crouded fo faſt into my preſent memory, 
that they have made my lettex moxe perplext, and 
longer, and indeed ſome expreſſions in it bitterer 
than I intended, when I began it : but I beg your 
pardon for both; and ſuppoſing I have it, I will 
cloſe all with this friendly advice and caution : 
Remember you and 1 are but citizens, and muſt 
take much that concerns our religion and ſalvation 
upon truſt ; I will explain my meaning for what I 
lay and have ſaid, by the following parable : | 
„There was a man, that was and continued un- 
« der ſo great a miſtake, that though he thought 
« and granted his neighbour to be ſtrong enough 
to lift a hundred pound weight from the ground, 
« yet could not be brought to believe or grant that 
« he was able to lift fifty pound weight from it, 
« which was doubtleſs a great miſtake,” But, if 
you will give me leave, I will explain myſelf by 
a more proper parable, and then make my appli- 
cation. The ſame miſtaking man offered, and 
« was willing to lend his neighbour a hundred 


« pound (though it were his whole eſtate), upon 
„ his 
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© his ſingle bond, but being deſired to lend him 
« fifty pound upon his bond, he durſt not truſt him 
« with that leſſer ſum, leſt the borrower ſhould not 
© be able to repay him; and fo he (the lender), 
prove to be undone, by the borrower's inability 
« to repay him.“ 

Before I make my application of what I have 
told you, give me leave to tell you, the Papiſts 
would obtrude upon all Chriſtians a belief that all 
thoſe doubtful books, which the Church of Eng- 
land calls Apocryphal, were certainly writ by Di- 
vine inſpiration, and ought to be of equal autho- 
rity with thoſe which we call Canonical Scripture ; 
and that the foundation for our faith and manners 
to God and man may, and muſt be laid equally 
upon both. But, I think, we agree with the Pa- 
piſis concerning all the books of the New Teſta- 
ment, that is, that a were writ by Divine inſpira- 
tion. But the Lutherans deny ſome part of the 
New Teſtament, which both the Papiſts and we 
believe and grant to be writ by Divine inſpira- 
tion, | 

And now for my application: let me aſk ſeri- 
ouſly, are not you like this miſtaking man, that 
durſt truſt a greater, but not truſt the borrower 
with a leſſer ſum of money? You have truſted the 
biſhops, and a ſelect clergy in a convocation to tell 
you, Theſe you ſhall take to be canonical books of 
| Scripture, 
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Scripture and no other : Upon the truth of thoſe, 
and only thoſe, that they declare to be the holy 
Scripture, you lay the foundation of your faith, 
and hope of ſalvation. You have truſted the bi- 
ſhops, that is, the Churchof England ; firit, their learn- 
ing and wiſdom to know, and then their integrity 
to tell you truly which is the bleed and holy Scrip- 
ture, With theſe great and neceſſary concerns of 
your faith and ſalvation you have truſted them; 
and yet, like the miſtaking man, you dare not truſt 
them with what is of leſs concern; namely, you do 
not believe them when they tell you how the pri- 
mitive Chriſtians did worſhip, and praiſe, and pray 
to God: And though you have truſted them to 
tranſlate the Scriptures into Engliſh, as being 
beſt learned in the original languages, yet you dare 
not, or do not, truſt them with the explanation of 
many words which have in the original an ambi- 
guous or doubtful meaning, eſpecially to us of the 
laity, who cannot know the cuſtoms and phraſes of 
thoſe nations where our Saviour and his diſciples 
preached the glad tidings of our common ſalya- 
tion. 

Couſin, I hope I have in this made ſome un- 
forc'd and ſo uſeful obſervations, as an humble 
and good Chriſtian will not gainſay; and, doubt- 
leſs, a ſoul truly humble, will both think and ſay, 

„ Almighty God hath appointed me to live in 


„an age, in which contention increaſes, and cha- 
« rity 
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rity decays; and it is certain, that variety of opi- 
nions and controverſies in religion declare diffi- 
culty to know them truly ; but my comfort 1s, 
that without controverſie, there is ſo much reli- 
gion without controverlie, as by the true prac- 
tice of what is ſo I may ſave my ſoul. And, 
therefore, to make ſure of thar, I will firſt be- 
come an humble Chriſtian, and conclude, that J 
will in all doubtful things obey my governours ; 
for ſure they ſee a reaſon, which I neither can 
or need to know, why they command them: I 
will be ſure to be humble, to faſt, and pray, to 
be charitable, to viſit and comfort dejected fa- 
milies, to love my neighbours, to pardon my 
enemies, and to do good to all mankind, as far as 
God ſhall enable me: For I am ſure theſe ro be 
ſacrifices which pleaſe Almighty God, and will 
bring peace at ſaſt: And I am ſure that by uſing 
theſe graces, theſe graces, and my faith in Chriſt's 
merits for my ſalvation, will be more and more 
confirmed; and by fill uſing them, more and 
more new graces will be till added; and all be 
ſtill more and more confirmed ;, ſo confirmed, as 
to bear witneſs with me, and be my comfort 
when I muſt make my laſt and great account 10 
the Searcher of all hearts.“ 


Almighty God give me grace to practiſe what I 


have commended to your conlideration ; for this 


F. and 
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and this only, can, and will, make my life quiet 
and comfortable, and my death happy. And, my 
dear couſin, as 1 wiſh my own, ſo I wiſh your, s 
may be, 


Your affectionate kinſman, 


SEPTEMBER 13, 1679. 


R. w. 


THE END. 


